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JV S llie best concerted plan* are frequently 
rendered abortive by what are commonly called , 
accidents, so are the taost casual and unex-' 
pected occurrences productive of extraordinary 
benefits* This is fully exemplified in the 
following narrative: The wreck ef a jship, . 
bound for a quarter altogether different, ha» 
brought a whole nation, endowed with many , 
estimable qualities, and .formerly quite un- 
known, to our familiar notice^ 

The Antelope; a packet of nearly SGO tons, 
in the Eli&t India Company's servioe>command<» 
ed by Qaptain Henry Wilson, having' arrived 
at Macao, (in Chinaj) in June* 1783, was* or- 
dered to be refitted with the greatest expedi-* 
tirti. This being done, the Captain received 
bis dispatchttf on lhe*^th July, and embarked 
the saiiie day* The whole ship & company 
consisted of fifty p^^ris, ineluding. sixteen 

Chiaefie, who received the advance mone: 
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usual on such odcasioiKi. The weather be- 
coming unsettled and foa^t tiiey anchored ia* 
seven fathom water, at nine in the evening, 
^ext noorning they weighed, and set sail witb' 
a fine breeze, and their pilot 9uoa afterwards 
left them. 

The ship getting farther ffojai. the land, a 
|iigh sea obliged, die Captain to lie-to, to 
secure the cattle and o^her Hve stock on board, 
and also the anchors, cables, and harbour-rig- 
ging. — In the afternoon, the lashing of the 
booms broke, and the ship fell to leewardf 
whenee he was forced to keep her before the 
wind until they were secured, wheit she again 
held on her course. In the evening, tho top 
sails were close reefed, in expcptation of a 
gale from the squtbwar4, as much lightning 
was seefi in that quarter. 

Next day, the weather continued moderate, 
but dpiidy ; a great sea ran from the eastward, 
wJ^ich ijsade the ship labour so as to render it 
necessary tp pump every two hours. Similar 
weather continued several days^ dark and 
dpudy, ivith thunder, lightning, and hard rain, 
so that the ship ^M in a manner deluged, and 
e^ery one wet and i^ncomfortablOt In the 
#fternoon, the Bashee Islands were ia sight. 
five mre seeq n&f^t ^y^ one of whi(^ wi| 



▼ery remarkable, being in shape like a Tartar**, 
or Chinese woman's hat. They bore no sign 
of inhabitants. 

On th^ first of August, Capt. Wilson exer- 
ci8e4 some of the Chinese with rowing in the 
jolly-boat for an hour or two, that they might 
learn the use of an oar when needful ; and the 
second d^ty h^ng fair> and the wind moderate, 
0\\ hands wer$ again employed in clearing the 
«hip, and setting up the riggmg. 

Divine service was performed on decVi on 
Sunday, the 3d of A ugust, which was a cere- 
mony never omitted on Sundays, when the 
weather would admit of it. From this time 
until Wednesday, the weather continued varia- 
ble, when it became tempestuous. It blew a 
ttorm until mid-day of the seventh, during 
which, the ship lay-to, under storm«stay-sails. 
Next day, there were fresh gales, hut 3ry, 
which enabled the crew to fumigate the vessel 
with gunpowder, and clean her between decks. 
All the caule perished during the storm, and a 
she-goat which had kidded, also died. The 
weather became more moderate, so that the 
company were enabled to open the ports, to 
dry and air the ship below, to examine their 
provisions and stores, and get every thing in 
order ; after which, they proceeded cheerfully 



OD their Toyage, flattering themselves that the 
adverse weather, and the anxieties it had oc- 
casioned, were at an end. 

But the wind having freshened after mid* 
night of Sunday the 10th, the sky became 
overcast, with much^ thunder, lightning, and 
rain. Mr. Benger, the chief mate, having 
the watch^ had lowered the topsails, and was 
going to reef them, along with the people on 
«Kity. Re judged, from the thunder, that the 
weather would break and clear up, and only 
prove a slight squall ; therefore, he did not 
think it necessary to call all hands up, or ac- 
quaint the captain, who had quitted the deck 
at twelve o'clock. 

The people being on the yards, reefing the 

Balls, the man, who was on the Iook«out, called 

ireaJcers I but so short was the notrde, that the 

call of breakers had scarce' reached the officer 

on deck, when the ship struck I The horror 

and dismay, created by this unhappy event, 

were dreadful ; the captain and all those below 

in their beds, sprung upon deck in an instant, 

anxious to know the cause of the sudden' 

shock they felt, and the confusion they heard 

above. A moment soon convinced them of 

their melancholy situation ; for the breakers' 

alongsidei through which the rocks made iheut 
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q^peaitmcitypiiesented the most dreadfal 8c6ife, 
and left no room for doubt. The ship takitt g'^ 
» heel, she filled, in Icsss than an hour, asliigb 
as the lover deck hatchways. 

During this awful interval, the people 
thronged round the Captain, and earnestly 
fequested to be directed what to do ; they be- 
sought bim to ^\^e orders, which they would 
immediately execute. The gun-powder, smalt 
arms, bread, andjBUch provisions as would spoil . 
by wet, were instantly brought on deck, and 
secured by covering from the rain ; while the 
mizen-mast, mainland fore-top-mast, and lower 
yards, were cut away to ease the ship, and 
prevent her from* over-setting, of which there 
was some hazard* The boats w^re hoisted out, 
and fiUed with proviFions, and also, a supply 
of water, together with a compass, small arms, 
aild ammunition, was put into each. Two 
B>en had directions to keep them uuder the 
lee of the ship, to prtvent their being staved, 
and to be ready to receive the crew, in case the 
vessel should go to pieces, by the dashing of 
the Wiives, and violence of the wind, as it 
then blew a perfect storm. Everything, in 
short, that could be deemed expedient on tl^is 
distressing occasion, was executed with.unes* 

ampled alacrity and obedience* * ^ 

a3 
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All the peeple now tssembled aft, M th<| 
quarter deck lay highest <^tof the water, and 
the quarter-boan'a there aflbrded tome little 
shelter from the sea and rain. The Captain, 
after contemplaUng their wretched sitoation a 
few monentSy endeavoured to revive their 
spirits, then beginning to sink through fatlgoe 
and anxiety. He reminded them,- that ship- 
Wreck was a calamity, to which tkos<^ navigat- 
ing the ocean were always liable ; that th^ir 
situation, indeed, was the more difficult, from 
this happening in an unknown and unfre- 
quented sea, but the consideration of it should 
only rouse their mo»t active attention, as 
much must depend on their own exertions to 
rescue themselves from distress. M hen simi- 
lar misfortunes happened, he said, they M^ere 
often rendered more dreadful by the despair 
and disagreement of the crew, to avoid which, 
he strongly recommended that no individual 
ahould taste spirituous liquors. 

Ready assent was given to the Captain's ad- 
vice ; but the whole being wet and exhausted 
with excessive labour, it was thought advisable 
to take some refreshment ; therefore, a glass of 
wine and some biscuit were given to each per- 
SiHi, and, after eating, a second glass of wine. 
,€^ new waited with the utmott Mixiety for 
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the retorn of day ^ in hopes of seeing land, for 
aa yet, none had been discovered ; only the 
jnate and anojther, in the momentary gleam of 
a dreadful flash of lightening, imagined that 
they had seen the appearance of it a head. 

During these anxious moments, thexom*> 
pany endeav^oured to cheer and console eaclr 
pther, 9od eyary one was advised to clothe 
himself^ fnd prepare to quit the ship, when 
pece^^ify should make it inevitable.— And 
}ierein, (be utmost good order and regularity 
were observed, not a man offering to take any 
thing but what tmly. belbnged to himself; npr 
0id any of them eitfier ask fqr, or attempt to 
pbtain ^pifits,. qr complain of the negligetace 
qr mi&coiidi]|Ct of thp watch, or of any particu* 
lar pefson. 

The dawn of f|ay exposed to view a small 
island to the southward, three or four leagues 
distant ; and«oon afterwards,8ome other islandf 
were seen to the eastward. Apprehensions wer^ 
now felt on account of the inhabitants, t^^ 
wlt^ose dispositions, the ship's people wese 
strangers; however, after manning the. boats^ 
and loading them in the best manner posaibU 
for the general advantage, they were dis- 
patched under the, care of Mr. Bengen. Tb<Me 
of the crew who accompanied hiiOi were ear- 
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nestlj requested to eadeaTOur to obtain tL 
friendly intercourse with the iliati^eSy if they 
found any» and carefully to avoid any dis'- 
agreement, unless reduced fo the Fast nebessi* 
ty ; because the fate of all might depend oB 
the first interview. , 

As "koon as the boats depwted, those wh* 
remained, went immediately to work to get 
the bpoms over-board, in order to make tl 
ntd to secure themselves^ as the ship was 
bourly expected to go to pieces^ Great un-^ 
easiness was entertained for the safety of the 
boats, not only on account of the natives, but 
also owing to the weather, as it continued 
blowing very hard. In the afternoon, how-^ 
ever, they were, with inexpressible joy, ob- 
served coming off; a sight the more welcome, 
as from their long stay, some disaster was 
dreaded, either from the inhabitants or the 
atorm. But they at length got safe to the 
ahip, with the agreeable intelligence, that there 
Was no appearance of inhabitants on the island 
uphere they landed; also, that there was some 
ftesh water, and a secure harbour, well shel* 
lered from bad weather. 

Every one now pursued his labour, with re< 

, novated spirits, to complete the raft, which was 

IB great fenrardnesa ; and baring finished it, 
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the whole crew took a second refreshment of 
bread and wine> for they strictly conformed 
to the promise given to Captain Wilson, not 
to take spirituous liquors. The rafl was then 
loaded with as much provisions and stores as 
ft could carry, consistently with the safety of 
the people to embark on it. The pinnace, in 
which their chief security rested, was likewise 
filled with proTisions, ammunition and small 
arms. 

The people were still anxiously employed in 
saving whatever they conTd ; but the ship 
beginning to have a little motfon from the ris* 
ing of the tide, there was some danger of the 
mast falling oyer the side, ' in which case it 
must have crushed the raft, and rendered all 
their labours fruitless. Both the raft and pin- 
nace being ready to, depart, the boats wain was 
desired to go on board' the ship, and sound hiff 
whistle, to warn those below to embark ; for 
gome, whom Captain Wilson had earnestly en- 
treated to desist, were still at work. The car* 
penter, indeed , was so intent on saving 4rhat 
stores and tools he was able, that he remained 
bdow afler the raft and pinnace had departed^ 
and he was therefore put into the jolly-boat. 

Thus, with aching hearts, the crew, all ex- 
cept one man who was drowned in the morn^ 



ing, quitted-^ the Antelope, quite ignorant o£ 
their future destination* The pinnace, tfith 
some of the stoutest men, took the raft in tow f 
and the jolly-boat also assisted, by towing the. 
pinnace, until they had passed the reef. Tho 
pinnace then casting loose the rope, the jolly* 
boat proceeded alone to the shore, where, nr. 
riving about dght at night, the people f9WA 
their companions, whom they had )^ft there jq 
the morning. The situation of those on the 
raft, and in the pinnace, was extremely dan« 
gerdus for half an hour, in crossing the reef, 
the running of the sea, and the spray frequentr 
)y obscuring the sight of each other; and thosQ 
on the raft were often obliged to lash them^ 
selves to it, dinging with all their strength, 
to escape being carried away by the sea. Thei 
screams of the Chinese, less inured to the pe» 
rils of so boisterous an element, added terror 
to the scene. 

Having cleared the reef, the company found 
themselves in smoother water, whence the pin- 
nace hoisted sail and advanced ; but finding she 
drove to leeward, recourse w^ had to the oars, 
which, however, could not resist the strength 
of a current setting in that direction. The 
strength of the men being almost exhausted, 
and the pinnace still driving to leeward, it was^ 



IndgedL expedtenty for Ibe fafely of all, that the 
ptBiiace tfbeuld take the people off the raft, 
and that» durbg the night, the rafk shoidd 
be hroQght to a grapnel. The additiopal 
men diii» taken in, douUe-banked the part 
ef the pinnace, and relieved the rowerv^ 
flMQgb tbejt at the faane time, crowded her 
no msdi, that the coold scarcely keep above 
water. She, therefore, advanced slowly, but 
as she drew nearer to the island, where the 
jolly-boat, with Captain Wilson had unladed, 
he^ along with four people was returning to 
ber assistance, and hailed her in the dark* 
Bat those of the pinnace, either from sudden 
joy, or weakness, returned it with so shrill a 
tone, that the others, alarmed lest they should 
be natives, of whom they had observed tracef 
bi the morning, returned precipitately on shore* 
The arrival of the pinnace soon afterwards^ 
bowever, dissipated their apprehensions* 

A party who had remained ashore in the 
morning, were busily employed in dearing^ 
away a spot of ground, whereon they had 
erected a umail tent, covered with a sail^ under 
which the whole took shelter, after drying 
their clothes at a fire* The ni^t proved un- 
•omfortflible, from wind and heavy rain ; and 
die distress of the company was not a little in^ 
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creased, from the dread of the vessel going to 
pieces, before they cottld save sach necessaries 
a& they required. They hauled the boats on 
shore, and sefr a watch, lest thejr miglit chance 
to be surprised by the natives. 
. The constant perspirations they had been in« 
being perpetually wet with salt water, and the 
friction of their clothes from severe laboinr, had 
blistered the skins of the people, from which 
they suffered greatly. 

' The pinnace and jolly-boat were sent for 
the raft at dawn ; but the wind blowing hard; 
they were afraid to attempt it. Nevertheless^ 
they were fortunate enough to recover the re- 
mainder of the provisions and sails which were 
left there, and returned about noon. The 
weather proving more moderate, the boats 
were sent to the wreck, te bring away some 
rice, and procure whatever necessaries they 
could, for the people who stood ia great need 
of them. Those who remained on shore, were 
erap1o3red in drying the powder, and fitting 
the arms for use, in case of need* 

As the boats did not return till ten in the 
evening, much alarm for their safety was ex- 
cited, because the night came on with very 
heavy weather. At length, the pinnace ar- 
five4.with intenigenee, that the sMp would 
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probably not hold together till morning, from 
the badness of the weather, as she was then 
beginning to part ; the bends and wales being 
started from their places. By this account, ' 
the hope that had been entertained of the pos- 
sibility that she might be floated and repaired, ' 
so as to return to Macao, was now entirely 
extinguished ; and the shipwrecked mariners 
saw no (insolation for their misfortunes-— 
They knew nothing of the inhabitants of the 
countries around them ; they found themselves 
suddenly cut off from the rest of the world, 
and the remembrance 6f beloved objects, who 
might in vain be expecting their return, filled 
them with painful reflections. 

The night was tempestuous, *ftnd at day- 
break, it blew so hard, that the boats could not' 
venture to sea ; therefore some went to work 
to dry the stores and provisions between the 
showers, and many were occupied in forming 
better tents, with such materials as they had 
saved. 

Captain Wilson, nnd'the linguist Tom Rose 
being on the beach in the morning, collecting 
water, which dropt from the rocks, the people 
who were behind employed in clearing away ' 
the ground, gave notice that some of the na« 
lives were approaching, as they observed a 
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canoe coming round into the buy^ This gar^ 
such alarm, that the people all flew to arms ; 
however, as there were only two canoes, and 
but few men in them, they were desired to re* 
main still, and out of «ght, until they should 
see what reception the Captain and Rose met 
with. It appeared that the natives had disco* 
vered them, as they conversed together, and 
kept stedfastly looking towards that part of 
the shore wheae they were* — The people were . 
d^ired to be prepared for the worst, but by no 
means to appear at present, and when they 
did, to shew no signs of distrust, unless the' 
conduct of the natives should render it abso* 
lutely necessary. 

In this short interval, the canoe had ad^ 
▼anced cautiously towards the shore, when 
Captain Wilson desired Rose to speak to 
them in the Malay language. They did not 
understand it, but stopped their canoes* Yet 
goon after, one of them asked in the Malay 
tongue, who the strangers were, whether 
friends or enemies ? To which the Captaiii 
desired Rose to answer, that they were unfor- ^ 
tunate Englishmen, who had lost their ship 
on the reef, but saved themselves, and were 
friends ! On this they spoke a few word 
togetheri which was supposed to be, the Malay. 
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explainini^ what was" said; Presently af*. 
tairard» they stept out of the canoe» into 
the water, whereon Captaia Wilson waded in 
to meet them, and embracing them in a friendly 
iBUDer, carried ihem on shores and intro* 
d«eed them to hit officers and unfortunate 
companions* 

The strangers were eight ^in n amber ; it was 
mfterwards known, that two of them were 
brothers to the king. One man was left in^ach 
canoe, and as they advanced to the coto, where 
the Antelope's people were, they seemed to 
look round with great watchfulness, as appre- 
hensiTe of being betrayed. — Neither, would 
they seat themselves near the tents, but kept 
dose to the beach, that in case of danger, they 
might immediately regain their canoes. 

The people now going to breakfast, the 
atrangera were presented with some tea, and 
aome sweet biscuits made in China, of which 
two or three jars had been saved. Only Cap- 
tain Wilson, one or two more, and Rose the 
interpreter, breakfasted with them. A wish 
licing now expressed, to learn by what chance 
the Malay had found his way thither, he said 
he had cpmmanded a trading vesse), belonging 
tp a Chinese at TernatCt and was cast away 
t^ inoi)ths before, on thp island to th^ south« 
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#ard^ then in sight ; that he escaped frmii 
thence to Pfelew, whet^ehewas irell received 
by the king, who, he said, was a rery good 
man, and his people also coorteous^This inao^ 
besides his own and the Pelew language, spo|cc 
a little Dutch, and some words of English ; 
but his future conduct gave reason to suspect 
there was not much truth in the account he 
gave of himself. He further said, that a canoe 
having been out fishing, had seen tbejship'a 
mast lying down, that the king being informed 
of it, had sent off these two canoes, at toot 
a'clock in the morning, tp discover what was 
become of the people ; and that they, well 
knowing this harbour, it being a place where 
fishing canoes often sheltered themselvea in 
hard weather, had come to it first. 

The strangers «iat about an hour withCaptain 
Wilson, tasted the tea, but preferred the bis- 
cuit ; and they now seemed to be repevcd of 
every apprehension. They wished one of the 
people to be sent to the king, that he might see 
what they were, which Capt. Wilson a^eed 
to, and requested his brother, Mr. Matthias 
"Wilson, to go, to which he readily assented, 
aikd agreed to depart with theui in their canoes. 
Captain Wi)3on was much affected by his de- 
partiu-e ; he sent a | resent to the king of a 
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small remnant of blue broad cloth, a canister 
of tea, one of sagar-candy, and ajar of rusk, 
which last article was added at the particular 
request of the king's brothers, the younger 
of whom went in the canoe, while the elder, 
and three men, remained on the island. Capt* 
Wilson instructed his brother to inform the 
king, who they were, to acquaint him with 
their fnisfortunes, and to solicit his friendship, 
as also perinission to build a vessel, to carry 
them back to their own country. 

Meantime, the strangers walked about, tes- 
tifying great curiosity at every thiifg they 
saw, but expressing apprehensions that they 
intruded too much. They certainly had never 
seen white men before, whence it is not to be 
wondered at, if they looked on them as a 
iftw and extraordinary race of beings. They 
' were themselves of a deep eopper-colour, per- 
fectly naked, and their skins soft and glossy, 
from the use of cocoa nut oil. Their legs 
were tattooed from a little above the ankles 
to the middle of their thighs, and so thick as 
to appear much'darker than the rest of their 
body. Their hair was of a fine black, tong 
and rolled up behind in a simple manner, dose 
to the back of the head, which appeared neat 
and becoming* They be^fm stroking the 



Fslev Iikndcn; 



ttrms add bodies of the English, or rather 
their waistcoats and coat-sleeves, as if doubt- 
ing whether the garments and the men were 
Hot of the same substance. The Malay told 
them that the English, being exposed to fUr 
greater cold in their own climate, always 
went covered} and had different coverings as 
th^ occasion required, so that they could con- 
stantly be dry and ' warm. The next thing^ 
they noticed was the (leople's hands, and the 

' bliie veins in their wrists ; and they probably 
considered the white skin of the hands and 
face as artificial, and the veins as the English 
manner of tattooing, ' for ' they immediately 
requested that their sleeves taight be drawn 
up, to see if their arms were of the same, 
^ojour as their fkces. 

The weather. 'being tAore modetate at day- 
break on the ISth, the boatswain called all 
bands out to work, by sounding his pipe, at 
which the natives expressed much Surprise and 
pleasure. The pinnace was sent off to the ship, 

' and the people remaining on shore, employed 
themselves in clearing the gtoimd, and in dry* 
|ng provisions. The pinnace returned after 

' dark, reporting that some canoes had been at 
the ship, and had carried off iron and other 
things, and it was suspected that among thei 



was the canoe, and the three men who bad 
^eei^ left to attend the king's brother. They 
. found their way to the cock-pit, and rum- 
maged the medicine chest ; but probably, not 
finding the medicines very palatable, had 
thrown out the contents, and carried off the 
bottles. — Fortunately, Mr. Sharp, the Surgeon 
conceiving he never should get back to the 
ship, had brought away some of the most use- 
. ful medicines with him. As it wi^s now low 
water, the pinnace could not reach the ship, 
and the men were obliged to wade over part 
of the reef to get to her. They now saw that 
a large portion of the rock had forced its way 
through her bottom, and in two or three places 
appeared dry in the inside of the hold, so that 
she remained fixed on the reef. 

When Captain Wilson communicated to 
the king's brother that the ship had been visit- 
ed|^ less, by way of complaint, than to express 
his apprehensions that the natives might be 
hurt by the medicines, he begged him to enter- 
tain no uneasiness whatever on that account ; 
because if they suffered, it would be entirely 
owing to their own misconduct, for iivhich, he 
said, he felt himself truly concerned. Indeed, 
he appeared much disturbed, and testified great 
indignation ^t the behaviour of his own meUf 
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asking why our people did not kill them; and 
*<^y^ng, that on the next offence, it might be 
done, when he would undertake to justii'y it 
to the king. 

This amiable ehief staid all night in the 
tent ; he endeavoured to accommodate himself 
to the manners of the people, aild would sit at 
table as they did, without squatting on his 
haras. Every transaction with him afterwards, 
proved him to be a man of upright character. 
He naturally possessed an unbounded curiosity ; 
nothing escaped his notice : he wished to have 
an explanation of all that he saw» and to imi- 
tate whatever 'Our people did; he lent his 
personal assistance to every thing that was 
doing, and even wished to aid the cook in 
blowing the fire. 

The people, now finding themselves, on a 
perfect good understanding with the king's 
brother, whose name was Baa Kooky freely 
asked, by means of their interpreter, the 
suggestions of their own curiosity. Observ. 
ing that he wore the polished bone of some 
animal, ^ke a bracelet on his wrist, and hav- 
ing also remarked, that his brother who re« 
turned to Pelew had a similar ornament, they 
wished to know on what account it was there. 
He in return, informed them, that it was ^ 
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king on his own family, and on officers d 
fllatd and conamanders, and that he hiodielf 
wore it| both as brother to the king, «ad nd 
commander-in-chief of his ariAy, bodi by sen 
Midland. 

A pf oposal was made by tiaptwn Wilson itf 
his officers, jparticularly eviiiciog his prudence'', 
which was, that all the spirtt»casks on board 
the Antelope should be stated* When the 
pinnace had been sent off the. day after the' 
wreck, to secure whatever stores coald be 
saved, the chief officers served out some strong 
liquor to the men, who had many hours en^ 
dured the severest toll. But being unable to^ 
find any thing to eat, their hunget and fatigue 
made the liquor operate on their lieads, ser 
that, oxi their return, they becanlie noisy sind 
elated. Thus, lest they might ioadvertently 
become iiftoxicated, and be disposed to quar* 
rel among themselves, or be engaged in dis<' 
putes with^ the natives, Captain Wilson subw 
mitted the expediency* of staving the casks» 
to hb officers. They completely acquiesced in 
the necessity of it, on which, the captain, 
having called the men together, represented 
to them the propriety of such a measure, M 
their luture welfare^ a&d ultimate hojpts^ 
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ff preierTatioa paiyht ppBBtUjr depend upot 
ic« Much to the credit of the meiii they 
ttnanimoiialy agreed to the captain's proposal, 
and pfered immediately to go on board an^ 
ptare every cask of strong liquor, wHph that 
panke day, was conscientiously performed. 

Next morning, two canoef arrived witl| 
yams ready boiled, audsoofe cocoa nuts, whicl| 
pere presented to Captain Wilson* Arri^ 
Kooker, the kfng*s brother, returned in on^ 
of them, along with one of the kiqg's «oi)8, i^ 
well made young man, about twenty-one, bu( 
who had lost his nose. Raa Kook went im? 
fnediately to his brother, and much conversa- 
tion passed between tl^em. Mr. Matthias Wilson 
was conducted by the kingf brother, (amidst 

# vast concourse of the natives, w|io hfi4^e8spmt 
bled to see him land, } to the town, on the king's 
island. There he was directed tq sit dqwn oil 

# mat. When the king appeared, he nnade ai| 
oheisai^^e of retpect towards him« lifting hif 
bandf to his l^ead and inplining his bqdy, of 
^hich tlie kin^ seemed to take little notice ^ 
but the presents were graciously received. The 
king at^ some of the sugar candy, whic)i hf 
seemed to relish, and then directed rafreshmenta 
to be brought fp Mr. Wilson, who was now 
•lyurrounded l^y an immense assemblage of tl(q 
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natives of both sexes^ Taking off his hat by 
accidtiot, all present seemed struck vrith asto- 
nishment, which he having remarked, unbutton- 
ed his waistcoat and put off his shoesy that they 
might see they were no, part of his body* 
They seemed to consider, at first sight, that 
his clothes constituted a portion of his person ; 
for, when undeceived, they approached nearer, 
stroked him, and put their hands into his 
breast to feel his skin. When dark, the 
king, his brother, several others, and Mr. 
Wilson, retired into a house, where eupper, 
consisting of shell-fish, and yams, wh^le and 
ihaished, were served on a stool. He was then 
conducted to another house, where there w^re, 
at least, forty or fifty itacn and women, and 
there,' it was signified to him, he was to sleep. 
Accordingly, he lay down, but was unable to 
slumber ; and some considerable time after- 
wards, when all was quiet, eight men arose 
fLni\ began to make two great fires at each end 
of the house, which formed one large habita* 
tion, undivided by partitions. This operation 
inarmed him very much, as he conceived 
nothing less, than that the natives were going 
to roast him,. and had only lain down that he 
Vviight drop asleep, when he could be seized. 
But his appreheosions were relieved, for, after 
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fii retired to their mats. Mr. Wilson, v^^t 
'morning, being qonducted to the lcing> sig- 
iiified that he was anxious to return to hia 
brother ; but the king thought there was too 
much wind, and made signs that the canb* 
would be overset, whence he spent the remain* 
dier of ^e day on the island. 

The favourable intelligence brought by Mr* 
Wilson, enlivened all the people, who were 
nowbiisy in recovering rice, stores, and iron^. 
iVom the wreck. Two boats were sent olF to 
It, but the bad weather compelled one of them 
to return* The people brought information* 
that they had found above twenty canoe;i 
busied about the vessel ; and the natives were 
angry at being deprived of some iron, and a 
cutlass, ivhich they had got out of her. Raa 
ICook^ however, sent his brother and nephew 
•if in a canoe, to drive them away. The num- 
ber of the natives visiting the island, having 
now increased, the people thought that a regu- 
lar guard, to be relieved every two hours* 
should be nightly appointed. Thus the whole 
company was divided into five guards, each 
guard having an officer to give the watch- 
word, which was called and answered from the 
diiierent posts every five minutes, there being 

B 3 ^ 
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fliiie ni6n alirays oH guard. Captain Wilsoa 
thought it advisable to communicate this- re- 
solution to bis guests, that they might not be 
alarmed by the sudden tufning out of the 
guard with arms. 

' The men had been constantly accustomed to 
the use of small arms, before leaving the Ante* 
lope, and were sufficiently expert to make a 
respectable appearance. Therefore, the stran- 
gers were highly delighted with seeing them 
go through their exercise, which seemed to 
make a forcible impression on their minds* 

On Friday, the 15th of August, the king'» 
son, accompanied by one of his uncles, 
launched their canoe, and went off at day-^ 
break to the ship ; the second mate, ]^([^. Bar« 
ker, also got off in the jolly-boat, and the 
pi nnaoe followed. Both returned about noon, 
with rice and other stores^ and were going to 
make a second trip, but put back on seeing a 
number of canoes approach the harbour, and 
information was given that tbe king was com* 
ing. 

Several canoes ?bon after appeared at th© 
entrance of the harbour, and lay-to for the 
king, who was giving orders to another squa- 
dron of them. His canoe then advanced be- 
tireea four ©thers, the rowers of which splash-' 
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ed the water about with their paddles, fqid 4^n* 
risbed' them over their heads io a very deK- 
f erous manner ; and aa the king passed, the 
first canoe that had lain>to. closed his train, 
and followed him into the cove souiiding concjl^ 
abelis* Capt;ain Wilsop entering t|ie canoe, hj 
his desire, ' embraced him, informing him, by 
means of liis in^rpreters, of his condition, 
and begging his permissiofi to build a vessel. 
After a sho^t pause, and speaking with a chief 

in a cknoe next to him, who proved his chief 

• • . •'• •''•! ..I 

minister, the king replied that he was welconpo 
io buiid either here or on his own island ; sav- 
ing, that thisione was thought unhealthy, and 
be feared the people might prove sickly, if 
they staid on it. Captain Wilson expressed 
his acknowledgments ; but intimated that he 
would rather remain here, being nearer ihe 
wreck ; and as he had a person with him vety 
ftkilful in curing sickness, he wasnotappre* 
liensive for his people. The king seemed 
pleased, and satisfied with this answer^ and[ 
iktepping into the water, waded ashore* Cap- 
tain Wilson then presiented him with a scarlet 
coat. 

The king was perfectly naked : he wore no 
bone on h 8 writft^ nor any mark of distinction^ 
but carried a hatched on his shoulder, made of 



8S 

iron, while those of the others x^cte of shell. 
On landing) he looked around him' with tha 
same kind of caution as his brothers, and th^ 
rest had done, on their first visit. About three 
hundred persons were in his train. ^ He sat 
down on a sail spread for him, and wrrs pre-* 
sented with cloth, and also ribbons, to distri- 
bute among his attendants. Tiiese were of 
various colours, and he immediately gave them 
away. While the strangers were rolling up 
the ribboQSi the ship's company observed, that 
every chief fixed his attention on some parri- 
cular person* They wtre much alarmed by 
this, apprehending, that the individual wijom 
each chief so noticed, was singled nut as his pri^ 
Boner; but they soon found out that it was quite 
the reverse, and that he was to be the ehiefs 
particular friend or guest. The captain thta 
introduced his oHicers to the king T and when 
th^surgeon, Mr. Sharp, was pointed out as the 
person skilful in curing diseases, he appeared 
wonderfully surprised, and. kept hi-s eyes fixed 
on him. The king inquiring for captain WiU 
aon's mark of rank or dignity as chief, he 
was at a loss how to answer ; but recoMei^tin-^ * 
that a ring was an ornamental Oiark of distinc* 
tion, he got one from Mr^ Beoger, the chief 
mate, andpd;t ic on. 
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R^ Koolc had beeo attempting to 4ef qribf 
the fire arms, whereon tlie kin^ expressed i^ 
idesire to see the men ^xerpise ; accordingly, 
jB^ery m^n ifas ordered under lf|rms, and dnt^Q 
lip on the beaph ; i|nd without losf of time» 
marclied along the shorp liieFore hkn, afteir 
ifhich they pred th^ee volleys. The nativef 
testified extraordinary surprise, hooting, hal't 
Ipojngy chattering and leapingt Fortunateljr 
all the powder in the ship had been saved ; 
thexefotet tho' at the expense of spmeammu- 
niiion, they could innpres^ the patives ^t|i an 
Idea of th^ir power- A Ijye fowl was ne^ 
fhot at, and itrleg and wing being jaroke, cre^ 
ated a vast murmur of wonder»that this should 
)iappen> without seepg any thing come out of 
thiegun. 

Baa Kook carriefi hif brother tf^ a grind* 
8toi^e» and the king remained fixed in asto* 
nishment ^t the rapidity of its motion. H^ 
and the rest were quite bewildered whence the 
sparks could come while sharpening iron, and 
Ikfiw a stone so well wetted became so soon 
dry. Raa Kook, who had been exercising 
himself with it, during his short residence 

J til- " , r •  ', 

here, eagerly turned the handle to let his bro- 
ther see how well he understood i^bout it. 
The kitchen utensils excited much amazement, 
though few in number, the poker, tongs and 



kettle^ lirtre M novelUes ; and ihe commander 
in chief of the forces began to bloir the fir^ 
With the bellowsy to shevr the king what an 
lidept he was. 

The kiiig afterwatds JCeiiirDing to hU seat* 
iold captain Wilson that he was going to sleep 
bn the other side of the bland ; and presently 
a loud dry was given by one of his officel:s» 
who wore a «thin narrow bone on his wrist—* 
This threw dur people into songte alarm, but 
Che pui^port of it immediately appeared, for alt 
the king's attendants, though dispersed, and 
looking at every thing that attracted their 
r** attention, instantaneously darted into their 
canoes* No word of command was eter obeyed 
with greater promptitude. 

Next day^ after considerable difficulty 'and 
hesitation on the part of the king, he explain- 
ed, that he was going in a few days to wage 
War with an island, which Itad done him an 
injury^ and requeste^d Captain Wilson to 
permit four or five of his men to accompaay 
him with Hsuskets. The captain instantl/ 
replied, '^ That the English were ashieowa. 
people, and the enemies of the king were their 
enemiies." Accordingly, the third niate> and 
four others, as also Rose the interpreter^ went 
to PeleWi the chiefii taking each in a beat, 
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- Tiie expedition ended successfully, and much 
• gratitude w«g shewn for the assistance so 
rea«UJj afforded. 

The people were now employed on their 

' intended vessel, and had got apiece of wood 
for a stern, and also one for a stern-post ; these 
^*ere squared; as also some of the floor-^ timbers, 

'and t|ie ways were laid. Mr. Barker, the se- 
cond vo^te^ having in the earlier part of his 
life, being conversant in a dock yard, assisted 
the Captain and carpenters in designing the 

' vessel, which they determined should be a 
schooner, as more easily worked. When a 
liQerchant ship is wrecked, it must be under- 
stood, that all authority immediately ceases, the 
command of the master is at an end; an^i every 

' ana- is at liberty to shift for himself. In this 
case,the ship*8 company, considering the heces- 

' sity there was for some one to be their superior, 
unanimously requested Captain Wilson to fill 

' that capacity, and promised they would im- 
plicitly obey ^16 orders. He accepted with 
great joy, the flattering distinction whieh 
their generosity offered him ; but expressed 
his wish, that if it should prove necessary to 
pass any censure or punishment on any indivi- 

. jiaaly so disagreeable an office might not 
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vest with him, but be determined by the ma- 
jority of voicesw- This was assented to. 
J. The Antelope being fixed on a coral reef, 
by a rock through her bottom, the people en- 
tertained sanguine hopes of being able to sav« 
fhany important and useful materials from her, 
and they now dug up their tools, which, on 
tbe king's arriyat» they had considered it 
prud^i^t to secrete. Each was appointed to 
his pi^rti^ular post, f|dd^aU went to work with 
the i|tino(|t i|lacrityr Captain Wilson desired 
that Hif Qafk^r migjit I^e }ooked Qn as chi^f 
director, froni ^hom instruptfons should be 
received ; Mr. Sharp, t\\^ surgeon, and Mr. 
Matthias Wilson, vfese appointed to saw 
down trees, in, which the Captain himself 
often assisted. The bpatswain, who had for- 
merly served part of ait apprenticeship to a 
blacksmith, now resumed I^is old vocation^ 
aided by a matet the gunner's occupation 
copsiste^ in teeing all the arms kept in or^er, 
and occasionally assisting the carpenter's 
crenf. The Chinese were ^mployed^ aa 
labourers, to bring the trees when felled, out 
of the wood, and to provide water for present 
use and s^a-store. 

Notwithstanding this distribution, individu* 
als were changed as circumitances required ; 
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.mu^ ht^i been burt with woonds sod bmises 
in getting the things out of the ship, whence 
the surgeon was often taken from sawing tceee 
to administer relief to the sufferers. 

It was judged expedient to erect a barricade 
in front of the tents, towards the sea» which 
was dope hj driving a double row of strong 
jposts interlaced with the branches 6f trees, 
iiltothe groutidy to form a thick fence. Tho 
iipaGe between the two rows of posts was 
.filled with logs of wood, stonesi and sand^ to 
render it as solid as possible. On the inside* 
a foot*bank was raised, on which the people 
could stand and fire,iQ case of being attacked, 
with an opmung led for one of the six* 
pounders, which they intended to bring froat 
the wreck by the first opportunity. Two 
large swivels were also mounted on twcfstumps 
of trees, in snch e manner, that they could be 
pointed in every direction. 

The boats visited the wreck early on the 
I9i\it and returaed* bringing tv(o hawsers and 
some boards. One of the natives having 
stolen a small hatchet from a boat, was car- 
rying it off to his canoe, when a musket, loaded 
with powder, was firod to frighten him, and 
another of the natives, left by the king, made 
him restore it. 

€2 
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Next day the boats returned to the wreok* 
and got the lesser shroud-hawier, some planks^ 
copper, and stores, aud also some junk for 
oakum. Half a leaguer of a)*rack, which had 
been covered by stores, was discovered and 
brought on shore to the Captiiin, to be used 
at his discretion.— >He proposed that it should 
be kept, and that each person should have a 
pint of grog every evening after work, until, 
the whole was expended* This was universally 
approved of, and the cask immediately secured 
in the tent/ 

AU hands continued busy in the dock-yard; 

at ten o*clock on Friday the ^2od,they had got 

the keel laid on the blocks, and the stern and 

sternpost bolted. The boats brought a good 

deal more plank, two casks of beef; besides 

some empty water-caskt, of which the peoplf 

were obliged to secure enough for their future 

voyage, as the natives had destroyed several, 

for the sake of their iron hoops. The gqa- 

ner got the six-pounder mounted on a car^ 

riage, and made lit for service. It was planted 

in the opening of. the barricade prepared lor 

. it, so as to command the entrance of the 

aove. 

Murmuring arose among those stationed At 

the carpenter's work, as the heat of thv wen^ 

her, and their new employ menti had severely 



41 

blistertd their bands ; but the timely repre- 
Mentations of Captain Wilson speedily restored 
harmony, and a double allowance of grog was 
served out at night. It was proposed to call 
the new Vessel TH£ REllEF. 

On the 23th ; four canoes from islands to 
the soutliward) which were understood to be- 
at war with the king of Pelew, came ashore* 
They were full of men, who landed with great 
Biarks of^ timidity and caution ; a chief was 
among them, but the interpreter being, absent 
to the expedition, it could not be ascertained 
who they were. Captain Wilson conducted them 
round the cove, and shewed them the works 
which were begun; and after remaining a 
little better than an hour on shore, they de- 
parted, with many acknowledgments for this 
civility they had met with. None either pil«* 
fered or asked for any thing. 

The men who had gone on the expedition, 
returned with an account of its success ; it 
bad consisted of an hundred canoes, with' 
above a thousand men, and had been directed 
against the island of Artingall, th^ people of 
which, at a festival, had killed the kin|('s 
brotlier, and two of his chiefs, for winch they 
refused to make any satist^iction. 

cS 
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Rsa Kodc, the k{Dg*8 brother, inrormed 
Captain Wilson, that the king had given him 
the island on whicb he then was, which was 
i^ailed Oroolong ; whence the Captain hoisted 
the British pendltnt, and fired three volleys of 
small arms, in token of his taking possession 
of it. The king had also sent an invitation for 
him to come to Pelew, which he then declined^ 
froofi the nature of the occupations he was 
obliged to (^arry on * but he dispatched the 
first mate, and otberSi to congratulate him pa 
bis victory. 

In the end of the moifith, the captain went 
to Pelewy where far was hospitably entertained* 
The king came down to the beach without any 
itate« to receive htm, and conducted bim to 
the town of Pelew, about a quarter pf a mtlc^ 
from the shore. There, the people were led 
into a large square pavement, fiurroun4ed by 
several houses ; they emf ered one, from wbioh 
a number of women issued forth. These were 
the wives of the chi^Sf who had assembled to 
see the English ; they were rather fairer than 
the rest of the women, and had a few little 
oroamenta about thein. Their facef , and part 
of the body^ were rubbed oyer with turraerii^. 
The women then retiirned into the house and 
eceived them with much joy ; tbjey were al) 
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fieHntti with iweet drink and cocoa-nuti, 
Md sat down to partake of these prorisioni* 
The ladies also seated themselres, and taking 
a parcel of leaves, began to make mats, an 
employment in which they pass grea| part of 
Iheir time. The king informed his guesU, 
Ihait this house was to be their abode while 
they remained heroi after which he rose up 
and wididrew, iipologizing to Captain Wilson 
iimt he was going to bathe. A niossage sooa 
came frdni the queen, requiting to see the 
English from her dwelling, whither they at* 
fended the general to a grove of cocoa-nut 
trees. There they came to a sequestered 
habitation, before which was a rail| with some 
fame pigioiis On it, tied by \hfi leg; This 
bird is held in such estimation, that none ex« 
cept the chiefs and their families areallovred « 
to eat it. As soon as tl^ey dtpproachedi thf 
4ueen opened her window arid spoke to Raa 
took, to desire th^ itfkngers to sit down on 
the pavement, before the house* which being 
done, a number of attendants brought refresh^ 
ments. She took great notice of them, and 
wished some of them to come close to the 
window and draw up their coat sleeves, that 
she might see th^ colour of their skin. Having 
viewed tbeai attentively, and asked such qui 
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tions as she thought she could with proprietjw 

she signified that she wotdd not trespasf 

longer on their time by detaining them, bo 

they rose and took leave of her. % 

They visited some of the other chiefs ; and 

Raa Kt>ok*8 wife brought them, a broiled 

pigeon, of which they partook, out of coniplit 

pient foe the honour done them. Engaged 

With the sight of his children, and tlie pleasing 

domestic scenes exhibited here, night crepl 

fust upon thero^ and it being quite darlf^ ttiey 

requested leave to retire* 

A great council of chiefs, i^^ch saated op a 
single stone, and the king qn one more ele» 
vated than the re^t, was nex4; held; and after 
their deliberzi tions, the king, with the inter* 
preter, came to the house where the EngliaK 
were, and requested Captain Wilson to allow 
ten o£ his tnen again to go against the same 
enemy as before. Captain Wilson replied, as 
he had already done, that the English were hit 
friends, and would regard his enemies as their 
own ; which answer greatly pleased the king. 
Several canoes had returned from another 
expedition,^ and they were entertained with, 
a dance of the victorious warriors. During 
it, two iarge tubs of sweet liquor were brought 
'-, and iir&t served out to the Engh'sb and 
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people presenty and then carried to ttit 
warrion* 

Bad weather preventing Captain* Wilson 
from leaving Pelew, he accompanied the king 
to bis boat-builders, where he gare directions^ 
and took down to the place a design of hia 
own, for ornamenting some canoes then 
building. This design was marked on • 
board with great accuracy^ in different colours* 
Here the English dined with the king on 
pigeons. 

On the erening of the 4th of September, 
Captoin Wilson reached Oroolong, where he 
found the greatest harmonj subsisting among 
his people, and that they had been assidueusly 
adrancingtwith the vessel ; the boats were seiit 
to the wreck at daylight of the 6th^ to see 
what other materials could be procured* In 
the evenings ihey returned with planks, nails, 
and many necessary articles of essentifU Kf* 
▼ice, particularly coals. 

A list was made out of the number of the 
men who were to go on this second expedition, 
when every individual, as on the former occa^ 
sion, expressed his desire to be of the p^fy. 
After they had settled this maUer amoi^ them* 
selves their names were written dowp ^Mid- 
stuck on a tree in the dock, and tliev wefW 
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directed to hold themselves in readlpess for 
the king. 

Fine weather prerailing, idl hands were 
employed in felling timber, knd in getting tho 
fVames of the tessel forward. Four canoes 
arrived in the harbour, and gave some fish to 
the people, who, in return, made them a prer 
sent of iron. In the evening, it being Sundaj, 
the Captain, when their toil was over, read 
prayers. 

He went in ihe jolly-baat to sound and exr 
amine the reef himself in the morning, atid 
found apassag^^dufc we&t from the island, with 
thre^ fathoths bf watef at lo# tide. Between 
the isUnd add the reef, there yras a flat sand 
badky 6iX «^hidh theiie wet-e otily seven feet at 
low water; it was clear .sand, except a few 
coral Ipot^; which were eaitily discQvered by 
the colour of ihe water. 

The king paid Oroolofig a visit in the ilfier- 
noon, accompatiied by his two btoihers and' 
bis chief minister, and brought some fine fish' 
as a present. They were different from any 
hitherto seen, being above three feet long, 
neai4y one across, and having a thick long' 
beard: the bone so uncommonly hard as to 
staika fire with an axe. Th^ scales were 
tpumdf and nearly thsf^ sfze of a Spanish' 

dollar. . / .% 
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The king was peifectTy amazed at tht' 
progress an4 magnitude of the vessel ; ht 
minutely examined erery part with the most 
eager attention, and repeatedly dalled to his 
Tachallya, or artificers, to notice what had* 
»Q much excited his own astonishment. 
The Tachaltys were seised with surprlee equal 
t6 that of their prince, and after deliberately 
poring ever every part, pointed out to him 
the very singular manner in which the parts 
were wedged and boTted together* They 
were quite lost in wonder fit the use and* 
power of the iron work ; and the whole to- 
gether seemed to hate engaged their minds 
is somewhat beyond their- comprehension. 
Most of the frame work having been made of, 
the trees growing on the island, the king spe- 
cified a kind of wood, which he was concerned 
at seeing used in the vessel, as he deemed it 
unlucky wood, and apprehended that it might 
expose.the noariners to some accident, ear- 
nestly pressing them to take it out* The peo- 
ple intimated their sense of his regard for 
Ihem, but informed him that experience had 
taught them that nothing was to be appre- 
hended on that score. 

The noise of the forge attracted his atten- 
tion. The boatswain^ at that idstant, happened 
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, to be beating out a piece of hot iron an a 
pig of the same metal, serving fojr an anvil* 
This was a circumstance so entirelv new and 
interesting,^ that he and all the natives stood 
absorbed in admiration. They could not be . 
persuaded to keep at t^ distance, nor be de- 
terred frona catching in their hands, the red 
hot particles flying from the stroke of ^the 
hammer. The operations of the cooper^^ 
sawing timber appeared eqtially martellons. 

The king wished much tp get one of 
the swivels on the expedition, as their use 
had been previously explained to him ; bow* 
ever, the^ Cnptain endeavoured to make hino 
comprehend that this was impossible, as thej 
bad no boats constructed in a proper mannet 
to receive it. ' He then requested that the six* 
pounder might be fired : and, if the natives 
were aurprizcd at the discbarge of a mUsket, 
their astonishment at its report may be sup- 
posed. It seemed to stun them all, for every 
one kept his fingers a quarter of an hour ia 
his ears, calling out. ** Very bad, Very bad.*' 
^^e noise was evidently too hard for tbeir or- 
gans ; their hooting and shouting on the ex* 
plosion can hardly be described, and this was 
increased by the wadding accidentally setting. 
^t to the dry Jcfireji of a tree^ which projected 
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•cross the cove. The natiref» after renew- 
ing theii' solicitations for the swivel, against 
giving which the sarae reasons were used as 
formerly, departed for Pelew. 

All the loose or unpacked beef being con- 
sumed, the stores were examined, and an«€* 
count taken of them,; and the Captain, after 
considering the length of time he might be , 
obliged to remain on the island, set apart 
as much of the soundest and best as was^ 
deemed necessary for the voyage, which, oa 
no account should be touched. It was dis- 
covered that some hams had been cut the pre- 
ceding night, whereon a reward of a double 
allowance of grog was offered to make the 
offender known, Or to shew where any one was 
guilty of wasting provisions. No information^ 
however, wa» obtained* 

On Monday, the ISth of September, the 
party, who had gone on the expedition, re- 
turned with intelligence of its success. A canoe 
which brought Mr. Wilson Sc John^Duncan, a 
seaman, had overset from a squall, which arose 
so suddenly that they could not get down the 
sail. Four natives were along with them^ 
two of whom, as tho canoe was going over, 
secured the two muskets belonging to their 
friends with one hand, and buoyed them up 
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with the other, while the remaining two made 
8 small raft with whatever bamboos^ ropes, . 
paddles, and pieces of wood, they could col- 
lect. During the time they were floating, the 
canoe righted itselfi The other canoes in 
companyi escaped, with difficulty, to the near- 
est shore ; but the instant they had landed, 
the English on board put off again, and look^ 
up the two men, who could neither of them 
swim. Both were almost exhausted, having 
been floating and clinging to the raft for 
nearly two hours. Two bayonets and a car- - 
tonch-box wefe lost by this accident, but hap« 
ptly no lives. Captain Wilson instantly re- 
warded the ttien who had saved them. 

The victory obtained by the king was 
greater than the preceding one ; great execu- 
tio/i was done with the fire-arms, which puz- 
zled and bewildered the enemy^ who could 
not comprehend how their jpeople dropped, 
wit) tout receiving any apparent blow. Though 
holes were seen in their bodies, they could 
not devise by what means they were thus> in 
a moment* deprived of nibtion and life. Six 
canoes were captured and nine prisoners, 
which was coun^ a great number, as enemies 
are seldom taken, because the ysnquished 
always endeavour to carry away their killed 
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fheir bodies to expose. Taking a canoe is 
an object of equal consequence therei as the 
capture of a ship of war is in Europe. Th* 
battle lasted ftbout three hours* and all the 
nine prisoners were wounded. Notwithstand* 
ing the earnest interposition of the English» 

the whole were put to death. The natives - 
of Pelew urged, in extenuation, that this had 
not always been their custom, but was now a 
measure of necessity. However, on Another 
occasion/ when the king again 4^]red assist- 
ance against his enemies, it , was signified, 
that he must not expect it, unless such ah in- . 
liuman practice were discontinued, as the 
Custom of the English was never to injure, 
those who were in their power. Information 
was also brou<;ht that the king intended visit- 
ing Oroolong, in four or five days. 

The pinnace being next morning sent to th^ ^ 
wreck, to see what additional materials c6uld 
be frociired, returned in the aftemoofi wilK 
Itdntt %ood plaink, and a quantity of spiked 
■ails, things of the utmost service in coo- 
alrttcttng a Teasel ; and a second t^ip wai 
equally successful. « ^ 

.The i5ti]«f September proving iMid, after r 

•loitty night, little could be done until t 
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afterDdon, when the weather clearing, every 
hand was employed about the vessel ; and the 
pinnace being sent round the island next day 
for the wood that had been cut, almost enough 
was obtained, as the frame of the vessel was 
nearly completed. A furnace was construct- 
ed to raise thie plank, and on the 20th, the 
whole of the people were employed In dubbing 
the timbers, and getting the first plank on th« 
achooner*s bottom. On Sunday, three planky 
more were got on, and the boats brought 
fifteen bags of rice from the wreck, which 
proved most acceptable, the people being at 
this time on short allowance, though under- 
going very hard labour. The rice was great- 
ly damaged by having been long under water ; 
it would not boil to a grain, but to a jelly* 
It was a great' consolation that the Antelope 
still stuck together, as so many useful arti* 
cles were recovered from her. 

On the 22d, the pinnace got sixteen baga 
more of rice from the wreck ; and, as a quan- 
tity of liails and some sheets of copper wer0 
•aved, it was at one time in contemplation to 
•heath tile bottom of the schooner. This plan, 
waa soon abandoned, for there 
mcy of copper nails neceseary 
|9y though she was not above 
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The jolly-boat was seqt to iSsfay but withoul 
iUccess- It was shigular that this should 
always be the case, whether because the peo- 
ple were ignorant of the proper places where 
they should resprt tO| or whether they did 
not know t))e proper bait. 

On the 30th^ the vessel was so far advanced, 
chat the people having planked her up 83 high 
as the bends, began to t^rench under her bot- 
tom, in order to plank to the keel. But an 
accident happened, that had like to be des- 
tructive of all their labours. In the beginning 
jof the night, the tide rising higher thwd usual, 
broke into the trench, and had nearly washed 
away the blocks from under the vessel. This 
was fortunately discovered in time, and all 
bands went instantly to work with the utmost 
expedition to £11 up the trench, and secure 
the vessel from falling off the stocks, whicli 
employed them till near morning. Then they 
discovered that the danger had been infinitely 
greater than what they had supposed; for, 
some of the blocks being displaced by the sea, 
they were obligeil to get wedges to set up the 
vessel, in order. to replace them. This was a 
work of the greater labour, from three of their 
best workmen being then ill. A bank to keep 
out the tide was formed , by laying the pin- 
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nace aground, directly before tbeVeNel; tw« 
holei were bored in her bottom, and she wa« 
filled with ttonet to sink her. About a foot 
fiurther oW, a dry wall of large ttonet waa 
raited, and carried round each side of the rei*^ 
tel, beyond high-water mark Jined in theintide 
with branches and twigSi which were fastened 
with stdcet, to keep them from being wasfaei 
away. Sand was th^tn thrown in, so u to 
male a bank of the whole together of 'fodr 
or fire feet thick, which efiectually answered 
the purpose for which it wsis intended. 

In |he meantime, the king, elated witb tb^ 
iuccess of his expedition, planned another of 
Still greater magnitude, in which fully three 
hundred canoes were employed, ard all the 
lieighbouring chiefs summoned to attend It. 
fie had s^nt amission to Captaiii Wilson, re« 
Resting fifteen men to accompany him, with 
'One of h^ swiTels ; and the Captain, B^f 
duly deliberating upon the matter, thought it 
prudent to allow ten men to ge, and the swivel^. 
This attack, which was on the island of Artin* 
gall, as before, proved much more destructive 
to theenemy : but it was also with greater Iost> 
thfrly or forty of the king*s people bein^ 
wounded ; of whom several died after tt^air re- 
turn to Pelew* 
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' The aeHion iMted six hoars, and watlbugM 
^th great resojution on both aides. One of 
the king's brothers, Arra KOoker, wtsuldlio"^^ 
been killed, had not an fingKsbnum leseued 
him. 

On the fornier occasren, Raa Kodt'a soft 

yas wpMnded irith a spear in the foot, ln^ich 

the natives had contrived themselvea to ex.* 

tract. Mr. Shi^p, the Surgeon, at this timi^ 

went to Pelew to visit him, and carried his 

surgical instruments, lest they should be re* 

quired. The young man being very brave^ 

and finding, though he could not walk, that 

it could stand up in his capoe, and throw a 

spear, insisted on going on the late etpedi- 

tion, when early in the engagement, en hl| 

eagerly endeavouring to approach the sboi% 

be received a dart in his body, and iastanUy 

ielL This Mr. Sharp found to be the aM o« 

his arrival. Raa Eook carried him to Ji neigl|« 

bouring island ; there after a repast, wbisk 

was eat in the most pro&und silence, the la>t 

mentation of women was heard at some dis« 

tance, and, IVir. Sharp, going to* see the oo« 

pasion of it, on a sign from his conductor, ob« 

served a great number of them fellowinf H 

dead body on a bies, tiod up in a na^ ao4 

supported on the shoulders of four men» who 
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t^erelKe ohly ones present. The body, iirai 
then deposited in a grave, without any cere-« 
tBkotkYf except that the lamentations of the 
women continued. . Raa Kook, it is remark^^ 
abloy never gave the smallest hint or indica* 
tiouf that this \nu tha funeral of his son. 

The surprise and pleasure of the king, oo 
tkaihining the instruments, were very gteat ; 
and' thef e being some iltranger chiefs residing 
with' him, on account of his late success, he 
begged that they might also be gratified witb 
a sight of them. An explanation of the dif* 
Ibrent uses to which they could be put, exdit- 
td much iimazement. 

Three of the Artingall people notv came to 
Oroolong with the king $ and when they weref 
pointed out to Captain Wilson, he gave them' 
an invitation to breakfast, and Raa Kook 
tume along with them. They were shewn the 
diflbrent works, at which they were much as* 
tonished, and particularly observed the swivel 
and sik -pounder. On seeing the small arms, 
they expressed} by forcible gestuVes, that 
these were the instruments that had killed to 
many of their countrymen at Artingall. They 
did not entertain the least animosity, but bcr 
havad with great cordiality to the English. 
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A flyiqg squirrel hgTing fettied dn a tree 
near them. Captain WiUou's servantt wbo 
had his gun loaded, shot it. The Artingall 
people seeing the animal drop from the top of 
a lofty tree, without any thing apparently 
pissing to it, ran to take it up; wlien per* 
ceiving the.holes of the ihot^ they remarked, 
that suph of their countr^cpnen askad lost their 
Jives in the last battles^ fell down with holes in 
their bodies, just like this animal, and died^ 

The king asked the Captain, if the English 
would go once more aod fight for him ; to 
which he replied, they readily yrould. He 
appeared extremely anxious, that Captain 
Wilson should not leave the country without 
previously acquainting hini> tAying, he would 
send two men with him to England ; he 
promised also to give them colours to paini 
the vessel, which he afterwards did- 

On Thursday, the ^d of October, the cftui* 
Ver finisUed caulking the bottom of the ves^ 
sel : planking the top of the sides was also com« 
pletad, and water in the evening handed into 
her to try for leaks. Steps for the masts 
wove fixed, iu the tiext place, and her bottom 
^reiiuied. The trench under her was filled up^ 
^fili thtt dam brokeu down, which w|^ a work 
0t sua^ l4tiou4*i iox t|ic b^nk had become as 
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•firm and MHd ts if fanned hj nature. Tbtr 
^t^ianace was alto cleared and floated. 

The aigbt of the f Sth was overcast, and it 

vained ; before morning the rain beoame veiy 

l^^^f accompanied by strong gales and 

ai^uallei which carried away all the awntagi 

I laid over the Tessel, though the dock-yard 

was* in a maaaer, sMttf ed by the hills. Next 

day was also stormyy with hard squalls, thon* 

der, lightning, and rain. The night prored 

ilill worse; the people apprehended that their 

^n'ts would be blown down, and the ressel 

shaken of the bloebs ; and they were not a 

little uneasy for the safety of their country^ 

men, now absent on another expedition. But 

die following morning brought them intelli* 

gence of their safety ; and that the king's ene* 

mics had, on* this occasion, laid down their 

spears without resistance. 

On Tuesday morning, many hands went 
to work in catting down trees to make blocks 
and launching ways. Biat the distrust of die 
people continued ; they conceived that the 
natives intended te prevent their departure. 
They therefore, kept a quarter-watch at dark, 
loaded then: swivels and six-pounder with^ 
, grape'shot, and kept a good look* out to pre- 
tent sutprise.^ Captwn Wilson in rain at^ 
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called 'to their remembrance, the generosity of 
the king, and all his .people, ever since thej 
were thrown on these territories; that his 
behaviour had always been humane, unreserv* 
•d and unsuspicious, andtljere had never beea 
the. smallest cause for mistrusting hisaincerity. 
However, only two or three united in the Cap* 
tain's sentiments, and after along consultik 
tion, it was concludedi that all should be 
strictly on their guard ; but, at the same timt^ 
carefuDy avoiding the appearance of suspicion^ 
unless they shoald )ie driven to ne<;essity« 
In that case, they had to single autthe chiefs* 
and it is not to be denied, that the first and 
marked objects of vengeance were to be tha 
humane and liberal king, the manly and bene. 
Volent general, and the facetious and inofTen-p 
sive Arra Kooker. — But this sudden apprehen- 
tion was dissipated) and the wonted good* will 
of the people towards the natives re^rned 
with the cool rejSections of anight. 

One of the seamen, Madan Blanchard, at 
this time, informed Captain Wilson, that ha 
was resolved to remain' at Pelew with th# 
natives, if the king would permit him. The 
Captain endeavoured- to divert him from this 
strange resolutipn) representing the disadvan* 
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and companions were^one; particularly as lie 
was unacquainted with any mechanical employ- 
ment, whereby be might render himself of 
use and consequence* — Finding that he could 
not be dissuaded from his purpose, the Cap- 
tain determined to make a merit of leaving 
him with the king. Therefore the first-oppor- 
tunity he told the king, that in return for the 
hospitable kindness which both he and bii 
subjects had shewn them, he would leave one 
of his people with him to take care of the 
gun?, and other things^ which they intended 
to give him on going away. This testimony 
of confidence and eiteem was well received by 
the. king; he promised to make him a chief, 
and to give him a house ahd plantations; as- 
suring the Captain that he should do every 
thing to make him happy and contenled* and 
that he should always be with himself or Hae 
Kook. 

Captain Wilson shortly afterwards took ap 
opportunity of conversing with Blanchard on 
the subject of his being left behind* He set 
before him *the manner ' in whiclv he should 
eenduct hiibself towards the natives, and in 
what respect he could be instructive and bene* 
ficial to them ; particularly in wor|;ing such 
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irQH <M had been girMi to tbem, and whsL% 
JUififp thej might h% able to obtain from the 
wre^k* Apd as In gratitode to their preser« - 
verib |be SngUih had gitrentheniy fortbetg, 
fiitiire defiance against their enemies^ all the 
^mia and amwunitioa not absolutely necessary. 
6>r their own safety ; so the captain recom- 
Vinded it to fiUwe^ard^ as a thing of the ' 
lltqoost censjBquehce» to take espiecial care to 
l^eep them hi proper osder. He very pru^ 
4wUy coimseildl him never to go naked like 
the natives, as, by adhering t¥ the form of 
dgfts^hifk fowfipiympi^j^ Hl^pearad in, h^ 
^Otti^ fljrigrf v^anit^in a spperiori^ of cha. 
I^act^r ; fy^tl fiW be might the better foUow 
t£is ^itYiqe, Biaqchard iraaiiirnished with all 
'^ dptbes Ihur could be spared^ and directory 
wbfB^ ^ose were .vrorn out to make himself 
tKeiryei:s.of a mat» which he could always geti 
ftqxfkthe MWeMp and thereby preserve thai' 
^<rf9Cy he had always been used to. Nor 
^d tjfaie jCaptl^ui forget> in his instructbes^ 
' tp iffCSRxeend ^en attentinn tp opellgtous mat- 
led* He urged ^buuhtrd, hi the motfl earr 
pfif^t m|Mi«sr, not to neglect, those aets of 
devotion which Jie h|ui been fraught to practise, 
but eeretuBy to obierve the §abbath day, an* 
perform those ChiMei^duties wherein he hH 
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been educated ; for the Gapt«n had always 
endeavoured to iropresi a due sense of reltgion 
upon til's cr^Vy and nerer failed publicly to 
read prayers to them erery.Sunday. Lastly i 
pliinchard ifas desired to mk for any thing he 
thought lively to be of comfort or use to him* 
when be requested to have one of the* ship -a 
fOmpiisses ; ai^di as the pinnace was intended 
f Q be l^ift for Abba ThuUe, he wished that tha 
oarsi 8ai)s» iqpasts, and* every thing belonging 
to her, might lilseirise bf left } all whioh were 
proipUediiun,. 

Blanchanl wi|i a maii of about twenty, ra^« 
Iher of a grave disposition, good-tempered, 
^d HieHensive. Unluckily, h^ had got no 
frducaMpo> and could' neither Write nor read \ 
f therwis^ hemight'itiavemafle some interesting 
Ttfiii^rics. Or the departure of his country 1 
men, ^i» wiiked them a pr^ospereus voyage 
and spok leave uf all his old shipmates with 
periect ea«e and indifference* This mai\ turned 
put' differently! from what wa$ expected, auc). 
lost thi^ esteem ef tl^e king and the natives. 
He left off clothingi though Captain Wilson 
bad particularly recommended the reverse^an^ 
wandered, from place to*place« About seven 
years afterwards he was kille4 in 'a bloodj 
Mttle l)etfrf«f^ (he kfng tan^i^ne ^ghbt yru^ 
people^ ' . 



McantiiDf • the king wn desirdiii td l^noW 
When the tmmI would he laonched ; and da 
being told, he cante from aa island caUed 
Fethoull, where 40me of the English had alio 
gone.-T^Mr4 Sharp and Mr. M< Wilson invited 
the genei'al to come with the^pinnaeet which,, 
he itccepted, and oi*dered his ^sanoesto attend 
the king. When two or three miles front 
hnd» it began to blow frefth, and the cuioes 
^ere obliged to run in shore for shdter*'-^ 
Raa Kooky delighted to see the pinnace sail 
so welly -and feel so little e&et from the 
weather, requested his two friends to go on 
shore and ask the king on boardt He, hie 
daughter, and chief minister, immediately 
came into the pirii&aee. The wind still fresh' 
iining, thejr rapidly advanced^ the boat tfoilm 
ing much ill going before the wind knd sea^ 
The king and his company eULpjresfied great 
satisfaciioii that they sat so dry an4 comforts 
able> dompafed with what they could bars 
done in a canbe, which iH only fit for smooth 
water : beside^ the natiTes of that country 
have a sttbng dislike to being wety especially 
1)y rain* The English, observing the king 
so well pleased with the pinnace; informed him 
that the Captain meant to make him a present 
"Df it when he went a1vay« On this he desired 
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the event, Tb« English gw three loud 
hazzas at her going off, in which they were 
joined by the nativei ; and hearty coogratu* 
lations were exchanged* 

Tlie vessel was immedic^tdy hauled into 
A&ck that had been dug for her, atid safely 
moored, when all went to breakf^t t the 
king and chiefs, with the Captain, and- the 
attendants with the people. Shears wi^re 
next got, upi and themast^ taken iuf as also 
the water-casks and two six-pbunders. The. 
vessel having stopped two or three times *^ 
the course of launching, had caused soihe> 
trouble, but more uneasiness. In taking trp 
' the ways, this was discovered to' have been 
occasioned by a nail in the bottom pot beiiig. 
driven home. When the ^ood-tide ctoe in 
the afternoon, the vessel was hauled into' a 
place called the basin, where there were fdat 
or five fathoms water, and wbicl^ was la^g^ 
enough to contain three others 'of the same 
magnitude ; and all^ could be a-£oat*at loWWa* 
tef . In the night, the Captain got on bqiatd 
the provisioef , stores, amqaiunition, and ariUsp 
except what was intended as a present to tt\% 
king; and Monday morning was eitiptoyM 
in . getting on board anchors, cables, and 
• other i^edt^^^aries, as sho making bifts/ jm4 
rutin;> a i^if across the stern ^f c ilie vessirl 
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The king dent a menage to Captain WHson 
in the morning, desiring hidi to come to the 
watering place. On his arrival, he accquaint- 
ed him that it was his intention to inyest him 
with the order of the bone, aird formally 
make him a Rupack^ or chief of the highest 
rank. The Captain expresjsed his sensq of tlie 
king*8 favour : and he was then desired to sit 
doKirn at a little distance from the king and 
liis chiefs. Ilaa Kook having received the 
bone from the king, anointed the Captain** 
hand with oil, atid endeavoured to get it 
jdrawn through the bone, squeezing it into as 
small a compass as possible. Other chiefs 
assisted at the ceremony, durmg which thie 
most profound silence was preserved, both by 
them and by all the people present. The oper- 
ation was difficult, from the small ness of the 
bone, and tiie^ing suggested in what manner, 
it might be facilitated. Being at last accom- 
plished, and the Captain's hand fairly pas- 
sed throtigh, the Whole assembly expressed 
great joy. The kin^^ addressing him, said 
the bone sliould be nibbed bright every day, 
and ^reserted as 'a testimony of the rank he 
hdld among th^m; that this mark of dignity 
must, on eVery occasion, be defetided valiant- 
ly, and not iuHeredio be torn from his arm, 
but with 1«8» of life, . • 



The ceremony ended, all the Itupacks con^, 
gratulated, Captain Wilson, on being admitted 
one of their order, and the inferior natirei 
flocked round to look at the bone, appearin|g; 
highly pleased to see his arm adorned with it, 
and calling him Englees-Rupack. 

In the evening, ^he tents were all cleared, 
axid every thing carried on board from the old 
habitations in the cove. As the people w^re 
much troubledby the natives coming on boardf 
and wishing to look at the vessel and admire 
her, Raa Kook mentioned it to the king, who 
immediately gave orders that none but the 
chiefs should go, and that the others should 
only paddle alongside, and look at her from 
th^ir eanoes. When all the oiEcefs were on 
board, and the sails bent* she was carried to 
t\\4 west side of the island, and ihoored in six 
fathoms water, abreast of theAr ell which sup- 
plied fr^§h water, 

Tlie king now reverting to what had for- 
merly fallen from him, expressed his determi- 
nation to send his second son, Lee Boo, to 
England, under the protection of Captain 
WHson ; he described him as a young man of 
a gentle and amiable disposition ; sensible, and 
of a mild temper, and said that he. had sent for 
him from, another place, wh#re h« wfaAhfler 
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yit care of aft old oniti ; that he was then it 

Pelew taliui^ leave of hi* friendi, and would 

be at Oroolong the tuext mdrning* Captam 

iWjlfeon itasirered this stngahir niark of the 

Jcing's confideneey in a way that gave him 

great satisfactiop. It appeared that Raa ICook 

hadmadeafequestof asiHoilar nature, whidi 

had been refu$ed by his brother, and he felt 

.prticularly disappointed by it. The king 

assigned as bis ob^tion, that Raa Kook was 

.pext heir to the crown, (for the silccession 

there passed to brothers before descending to 

sons,) and.the inconTenience that might arise^ 

if he himself died during^ his brother's absence* 

Another of the natives, a nephew of the kii%, 

applied to the C^tain to carry him to Eng- 

|)9j[id»7ff The king, how^vet, when. the Captain 

Mentioned. .it, said thi^t his nephew wasab^d 

inan, and neglected his family, and thfit no* 

thing could affiect or alter his disposition. 

RaisL tCpok obtained from Mr. Barker, the se^ 
f ondmate, apian forbuilding avesse], as he was 
very desirous of being able to construct one af- 
ter the English fashion. Mr. Barker recom. 
pended the jolly-boat as a model, rather than 
the pinnace, she being broader, and not so deep 

Pefore quitting the cove, the people hoisted 
an Bnglish pendant on ^ large tree growing 
elosa to th^ place where their tents had stood. 
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They also affijidd to another tred, near ib^ 
place where they had bui^t their little ▼essel^ 
a plate of copper* bearing the follovring id- 
fieri ption : '^ The Honouteble the Ea^t India 
Company's ship, tbeAnteloper Henry Wilso^r 
oomtnander, was lost on ' a reef north of tliis 
isfland, in the night between the ninth anfd 
tenth of August, who her^ built a vessel, arid 
Hailed from heno^ on the 12th day of Novexii- 
ber, 1783*" The meaning of this inscription 
was explained to the king, who tffade his ped- 
ple comprehend it. He promised that it shtmid 
never" be taken down, and if it should happ^ 
to fail by accident, be would take Cafe df it, 
and have it preserved at PeiCfw^. 

The king's second son, Lee .Boo, fxontr arrii^« 
ed» and was introduced by his father to Cap^ 
tain Wilson, and all the officers oii shore? 
Every one war prepossessd with hU 6ase aiid 
affability, and the good hutndur and sdnsibility 
of his countenance. Before dark, the officers 
took le^ve of the king and weht on board ; the 
Captain remained behind, as. the king wished 
him to pass the night on shore. 

On Wednesday, the 12th, an l£nglish jack' 
was hoisted at the mast-head of the vessel at 
day-light, and one of the swivels fired as a 
signal for sailing. When tlie king understood 
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Ilia purport of ity he ordered eanoes immedi- 
ately to take on board yams, cocoa-nut8> 
8Weet*meatt| aa^ other things that he had pro* 
▼ided for ^he voyage; besides which, many ca- 
noes, of the nativea; loaded vidth a profubion et* 
proviiioM, lay alongside of the Oroolong. 
' . As soon afe the vessel was leaded with every 
thing that could be taken on board, and got 
veady for sea, the boat was sent on shore for 
t]lie Captain.--^The king informed of this, sig* 
pified that he and his son would presently come 
en board, in his canoe. The Captain gat to 
the ship about eight o'clock, and thelcing, with 
Lee Boo and his chiefs, followed/ very jsoon af- 
terwards. The vessel was so deeply laden with 
their sea*8tore, that a doubt arose whether she 
might be able to get over the reef, on which 
account, it was agreed to land two six-poun* 
ders that had been taken, and to leave the jolly- 
)>oat behind. The people had ne materials for 
repairing her, and without this, she could not 
swim much longer. The king hearing that 
the people were in want of a boat, instantly 
efered to supply them with a canoe, and 
all alongside being too large < to hoist in, he 
sent his eldest sim < n shore, who soon return* 
$d with cnc of suitable dimensions. 
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The droplong procaoded towaidi the fftf, 
' accompanied by a mvltitadt of candtt^ tht 
* natives earnestly salicitiog that their gtfU. 
might be accepted* The pinvace pr^edad 
the vessel^ taking her in tow ; and aereial ca- 
noes we^t fi-headi shewi^ the safest traeiti 
while other?, stationed by ' the hing's com- 
mand at the reefy pointed out the deqpest 
wafer for b^r passage over it. EoUuaatoly, by 
means of these preca,utions» the .OrpokHig 
cleared the reef without d^culty*. 

The kiog went flmpst ^o the te^.ia the 
vessel, before makji|g a fignal tor bis canoat 
to come alongsi4e; he then garehisjoiii, Lea 
Boo, his blessiDg^ wishjng him happiness and 
prosperity, which be reoeived ivitfa greats re- 
spect. He shook all ,t^ otficezs hy the haiMr 
in the most cordial ij^anner, nwt ambracing 
the Captain, and assurljiig the p^<vleof hit' 
affectionate wishes ^r tJ^ pal^iQg » 9ttCi-> 
cessful voyage^ he went over $|ie yjde of th# 
vessel to his c^noe. ^ 

Raa Kook remained very penfive, an4 
suffered the vessel to proceed a considjerabia 
way from the reef, before recollecting him* 
self, and' summoning his canoes to return*. 
As this chief had been the first and a truly 
valuable friend of the English^ they present- 
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«d hiva with a bract of pistols, iind a cartoucb- 
box, #ned]with cartridges ; and he then lef^ 
'thenii touch afiected by the separation. He 
had been of the most important use, and had^ 
behaved with uncommon generosity during 
the whole stay of the English in th#ae islands. 
At noon, the idarid of Orooleng bore south- 
east by east, four leagues distiuit. Tolerable 
• weather^ with light squalls, rain, and variable 
' winds prevailed ^the first two days, -end the 
crew endeavoured .to make more room in 
' itowing their provisions and stores.— *— In 
' doing this, they discovered that a small leak 
which had sprung the preceding day, was un« 
der the end of one of the floor timbers. They 
proposed to cut it away, in order to come at 
the leak and stop it from within ; but on more 
miltare ccfnsideration, this was thought too 
. dangerpus an expedient, as it migl^ occasion 
the starting of a plank, and thence xhe sink- 
ing of the vesael. 

In the night were strong squalls^ attended 
with rain and lightning; and on the 25th, 
the Bashee islands were in sight, when tlie 
ship bore away through a passage between , 
the isUnds, and at noon was in the Chinese 

,ea. On the 2tith they saw land, which 

proved* the island of Formosa* On coming 
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within eigTvt'iff Macao, an English jack was 
hoUted at the mast-head, which being se^n 
by the Portuguese ships at anchor, thiey im- 
mediately seilt out their boats to meet llie 
Oroo]ong, carrying fruit and provisions, and 
also men to assist ; for they judged by the 
smallnesfi of the vessel^ that this was some 
' English ship's crew that had been wrecked* 

Lee Boo was remarkably clean in his per- 
son, d<)iring; the passage, washuig himself 
several t!m«s a-day ; and on recovering! from- 
a temporary indisposition, appeared easy and 
contented. He wi|8 ejctremely astonished on 
seeing the large Portuguese sliips at anchor 
in the port 6f Maeao/ and equally astonished 
at ev^ry thinj else he saw on shore. He was 
lost-in silent admiration at the first hoiuse he 
entered. What struck him most were the 
vpright^walls and flat ceilings, and he* seemed 
puzzled to comprehend bow the]^ could be 
formed. The decorations of the rooms were 
also no small object of astonishment. - He 
received several little trinkets, as presents, 
from some of the gentlemen there, wha 
thought he would be pleased from their no* 
velty. Among those was a string of ]arg.e 
beads, the sight of which threw him into per* 
feet ecstacy ; he hugged tliem with a tr^ns- 



port that ihe possessor of pearls as large, 
' could have hardly felt ; he ran with eager-' 
Bess to Captain Wilson, to shew him hia 
riches, and in the atmost agitation that hia 
family might have them, begged -kiin it9me4l- 
ately to. get him a .Chinese vessel to carry 
' his treasures to Pelew, and deliver them to 
the king, that he might distribute them as he^ 
thought best, and thereby see what a country 
the Fnglish hM conveyed him to. He also 
told the Captain, that if they faithfully ex- 
ecuted' their charge, independent of what 
they lAight receive from his father, he would 
iiimself, on \i\i return, present them with one 
ot two beads, as the reward of their fidelity. 

From Macao, Captain Wilson went to 
Canton, where the Oroolong was sold for t 
700 Spanish dollars. There he had advan- 
tageous offers of commanding coui^y-shipa, 
which he declined, thinking it his'duty to 
embrace the earliest opportunity, in person, 
to acquaint the East-India Company with the 
fiE^te of the Antelope, and the peculiar cir- 
cumstances attending it. ^ , 

The officers and men dispersed^ while the 
Captain earnestly recommended that the whole ^ 
should go to England, where he had no doubt 
the Company would, in somie measusei re- 
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cjmpense thq hardships, they had sustaift^. 
He, along with Lee Boa> embarked in th« 
Morse East Indiaman, then bound for Eng« 
land ; where they arrived in safety on the lith 
of July, 1784^; 

This young prince, tlien only eighteen, or 
nineteen years of age, Interested all who be- 
held him ; his natural, untutored observatiOQS, 
clearly represented what an amiable, though 
uneducated mind, which has not been po* 
lished by artificial means, may be. He was 
extremely ardent to acquire whatever others 
could do, and to learn the use and meaning^ 
of all he saw; but his wh'ele bent andincii* 
nation seemed to be, that orf returning to 
.Pelew, he might be able to point out what, 
waff for the benefit of his country. Notwitb^ 
standing the utmost care to prevent It, h« 
unfortunately caught the small-pox, of which 
distemper he died in five months, or a little 
more, after his arrival in England. Captain 
Wilson behaved as afather to him, and he 
was considered by the rest of the family, as 
one of themselves. 

The king of Pelew had testified strong re- 
aolution in thus parting with his son, and 
confiding him to strangers, whom shipwreck 
had so fortunately thrown on his shores. He 
told Captain Wilson, that he was aviare of 
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the dangtrl and diseafles io wbkh he would 
ba exposed, in viaiting foreign countries ; and 
aa death was inevitable to all men, that he also 
might be cut off. But he requested should it be 
the ca^e, that it should not deter him» or any «f 
h'lr countrymen, from visiting Pelew, where 
be fhould rejoice to see them. 



AFTER this narrative of the shipwreck of 
4e Antelope packed, and the fortunate pre- . 
iervation. of a number of lives, by the huma* 
nity and benevolence of a people either altoge- 
ther unknown, or ranked among the savagei 
which inhabit the uncivilized part of the globe, 
ptrhaps it may not be uninteresting to demote , 
a few additional linesi to aorae more recent 
transactions which ha\e taken place with the 
natives of the Pelcw islands. 

The Directors of the East-India Company 
having resolved to send out vessels toacquaini 
the king wfth the death of his son, ordert 
were sent to Bombay, to equip two for that 
purpose. Accordingly the Panther and thia . 
Endeavour sailed on the S^Uh of Auguat, . 
1790, having on board two officers, who had 
been shipwreclfed along with Captain Wtl* 
waik' During the month of ^ November, the 



v^sels wefe accopied in working tip tjie soutli 
COBSi of Java, where they experienced mudi 
hard weather. The thunder and h'ghtning 
were drseadAil, many of the people on deck 
belt)(( deprlred of sight for' several minutes, 
after a flash. On the first of January, 1791, 
a peal of thundet- broke just over the Panther ; 
the lightning ipan down the conductor in a 
«treani of (ire, and the concussion was so 
violent^ and the ship shook in such a manner^ 
that tCaptam M^Cluer, who commanded her, 
thought she had run aground. 

The southmost of the Pel^w islands waa^ 
in sight on the 21st, and on the 22nd the 
veSBets; came to an anchor within two milei 
of tIief8h0re.<A— Several canoes were seen, but. 
they did not come near^ the ships, wheilce it 
was* con eluded they, were either hostile to the 
king, or going express to inform him of the 
arpUal of the English. In the evening,, a 
fiombev of canoG» were observed rpwing very 
fast^ and one of them had\ a great number of 
paddies.' This was known to be the king*s 
canoe* - He received the account of his son*i. 
death with fortitude, saying, he never en- 
t9r%ffine4 any doubt of the goodness ^f the 
English, and Captain Wil^off, \vho he was 
ire had cherished him. He was greatly 
sappointed at not seeing the Captain, but 
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Appeared latiiKeJ that he was alive and weMf 
and promoted to the command of a much larger 
▼easel than the Antelope. , The two officers^ 
Lieutenants Wedgeborough and White, wer^s 
Immediately recognized /by the nativesy and 
experienced the most aSectioAaXe reception. 
{twn tbem« . 

Late in the preceding year, 4be English 

. learned that the king had.con^uered the island 
4>f Pelew, when an obstinate engagement en 
aued, in which Haa' Kook, Arra Kooker, the 
king's eldest son, and many old warriors, the 
friends of the crew of the Antel^pe^had been 
kiJled. 

, Mr. Wedgeborough found the cove where 
the Oroolong li^d been built, now a perfect 
wilderness, been quite overgrown ^ witn un<- 
derwoo<|, except where tlie cocoa nur-trccs 
stood, which had been planted by Raa Kook. 
These were very flour Uhing, though they 
liad not yet produced any. fruit. The in- 
scription ^affixed to a tree, had been taken 
away by the natives of Pelew, and was one 
cause of the war that had just terminated. 

A considerable quantity of live stock was 

Janded, for tlie purpose of breeding on the 

Pelcw islands, where ifi&only quadrupeds are 

rats, if the anirhal which, we have supposed, 

the flyhig squirrel, be excepted. These^ it 
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~ vras afterwards^onderstc^ed, throve uronderfull jr 
well. The presents sent by the East-Incia 
Company to the king^ we're conveyed ashore^ 
under a detachment of sepoys and officers 
in uniform'; and, aflter a repast, the packages 
containing' them were opened. The effect 
Which they had oo the natives was wob- 
derful ; they did not utter a word, but only 
excUmations of astonishment. The part which 
consisted of arms, the king impicdiatety dis- 
tributed to his principal chiefs, recommending 
that they sjiould be kept clean, and fit for 
service* when wanted* Grind^stones, Shovels, 
gaws> and the remaining packages of utensils 
were next landed, and presented to the king. 
AVhen these were opened, and the diflRerent 
things exposed to view, and their uses ex- 
plained to him, he was himself as much sar-  
prised as his subjects. He broke siknee in 
about an hour, and calling his chiefs and prin* 
cipal people round him, made a long barapgue, 
wherein the name of the English was fre- 
quently repeated. He then distributed various . 
articles with his own hands to several persofii». ^ 
apparently wtUi a regard to their rank. 

The king was perfectly at a loss how to 
express his gratitude {% the EngHsh chiefst 
who had sent him these things. He asked 

y they ^nt so many things, whex^ thej^ 
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koew that he hird nothi|bg to ^ire in return; 
he laid, that his comit^f if h^ could send ity 
would be inadequate to w()at was now before 
him. A t length) being naade perfectly to un>» 
derstand that no return was expected, and that 
these things were sent from England in ac- 
knowledgmen.t for his great humanity and 
kindness to the shipwrecked crew of the 
Antelope, he replied, that his services were 
very trifling, for their situation, at a distance, 
at Oroolong; prevented him from aiding theni * 
as he desired. 

Captain M'CIuer, having cesolvrd to makcE^^ 
a survey of th^ Pelew islands, one of the 
vessels, tlie Panther, was to proceed to China* 
and the Endeavour, commanded by Captain . 
John Proctpr, to remain. By. 'this means, . 
the natives were to be. instructed in the use 
of the tools and implements o^ husbandry that . 
they had received. 

Seeds of different sorts were sown on the 
Sth {Qff February, in the places already fitted < 
to receivethem, and a farge piece of ground ' . 
was prepared for another plantation ; but the 
badness of the weather prevented the pro- 
gress of th« work, from -being as quick ag 
could have been wished. 
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• The Panthir, which had carried four of the 
natives to China, three of whom survived, 
returned with them, more impressed in favour , 
ot the. English than at the Chinese. A few 
days after her arrival, the king solicitea the 
Captain's assistance against his enemies of 
ArtingAll> to which he acceded. The long* 
boat was therefore made ready, witlva six-^ 
pounder, two swivels, a musquetoon, and XfiSk 
inen with small arms* Lieutenant WedgeUo« 
rough, Mr. Nicholson the surgeon, and twenty 
sepoys also embarked. ' 

'• On the Arrival of the hostile army at Artin- 
gall, a messenger- was sent by the king of* 
Peiew,to offer terofis of accommodation, which, 
after tt ^ onskierable delay, were brought to it- 
close, the enemy being chiefly intimkiated- 
by the sight of tire English allies, and the 
report' ef their fire-arms. There the Englis^^ 
when an amicable settlement was made, played 
off -some roc)det» and Jire- works, t^o«the grj^at 
amazemeat of the • inhabitants. of ; A rtir^ajli, 
and the enjoymeat of titeir. frien^fi « aodiuft: 
oppprtunity was taken to make .preseaits .of 
bcadS) and other things, to shew.thati they. 4i4 • 
r\ot come aa. natorsii ^enemieB* The kiD^4>f.. 
Pelew was in future ^cknon/^ledg^d db$ • umtf-^ 
doubted sovereign of. all the- neighbouring 
idlaods* 
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* The English vessels were next ^enoployed 
in a survey of the coast of New Guinea, in 
their way to which, they touched at Amboyna, 
sailed to the coast of New Holland, and thence 
to the island of Timor. Mr. Nicholson was 
unfortunately killed by the natives of New 
Guinea, in the course of the voyage, and two 
of the three Pelew passengers died during its 
continuance. 

In January, 1793, the two ships arrived at 
Pelew, where they learned the melancholy 
tidings of the death of the humane and benefi- 
cent king Abba ThuUer which hUd taken place 
about three months after their departure. ' 

In this same month. Captain Procter was 
dispatched to China with the Endeavour, where 
he joined the l^arl of Macartney's embassy 
to tne court of Pektn. In February, Captain 
M'Cluer came to the extraordinary Vesolution 
of resigning the command of his ship, and 
spending the remainder of his days on the Pe- 
lew islands. He was accordingly leflt there 
with la' quantity of arms, utensils, and other 
conyeni^cies, and the, {'anther having sailed 
on the I4th of February, arrived on tliQ 17th 
of August, 179 , at Bombay, after an ab- 
sence ef nearly three yea^s.N 

Captain M'Cluer, however, seems to have 
(ired of , his situation on theaslasti f y'ViL i\ 
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^pectedly a|]fpearedat Bombay, in Jane, ] 794^ 
He had embarked in hi& boat along with three 
Malay men, and two slaves of his o^n, intend- 
ing to go to the islands of Ternate* Wfiea _ 
he got to the southward of Uie Pelew islands, 
he altered his design, and determined to pron 
ceed to China through the Becmardine passage^ 
Therefore taking in a stock of provisions at 
Pelew, he reiAched the Bashee islands in ten 
days. He met very bad weather ^in crossing 
the Chinese sea, b«t arrived 9t Macao wi^h. 
out any accident. He had no food but cocoa* 
ntits and water, uor any iastrument or map 
to guide him, except a single chart of Captain 
Wilson's. When hfs health was established. 
Captain M^Cluer determined , to return to the 
Felew islands, where be had a son, and some 
property, meaRing to bring them away.- He 
arrived and embarked the whole, with several 
natives of both sexes, and, in his voyage to- 
wards Bombay, touched at Bencoolen. He 
from thence sent six of the Pelew womeq to 
that port in another vessel,, and was then, pro- 
ceeding In his own vessel with the other .' 
natives,- but neither he nor they were ever 
heard 4if more. 

In the year l7SXr» Coptain Wilson, on ar- 
finug at Bombay^ was informed, that three 
^f the wom^Q ttill survived; and, in conse* . 
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'quench of no hopes being entertained of Cap- 
tain IVI^CIuer's return, it was determined to 
tend them home. This w'as considered an act 
> of justice, as also to brjifig away several Chi- 
nese who had been left oh the islands. 

A small vessel was prepared, and entrusted 
to the command of Lieutenant Snook, who, 
afler a tedious vojage, arrived at the Pelew is- 
lands in 1798. The inhabitants were greatly 
rejoiced at- the arrival of the vessel, and 
highly pleased at the return of their country* 
women. l*hey bcihaved with their wonted 
friendship and kindness. 

The vessel being refitted. Lieutenant Snook 
took the Chinese on bbard, and returned to 
Bombay. - 

Mpre recently'. Captain Nathaniel Tucker,, 
sailing with dispatches from Bombay to China, 
touched at the Pelew islandain February, 1 802, 
Four canoes came off to hire, in one of which 
was an Englishitian. He and three more Eu* 
ropeans belonging to a country ship, which 
had gone to Port Jackson, were put on shore 
to collect breech-de-mer, tortoise shell, sharks 
fins, and other articles for the China market. 
He was then to ^return and take them on 
board. This was the fourtlr time he had been 
]ef\ ashore on n similar employment, and al 
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ways Experienced the moBt friendly and hos* 
pitable attention. 

The inhabitants were very solicitous that 
Captain Tucker should anchor within the reefs, 
' with which these islands are surrounded, biit 
the service he was on, requiring expedition^ he 
was unable to gratify them^ and was obliged to 
make sail without further communication. 

Captain Wilson was afterwards appointed 
to the command of .the Warley East Indiaman,, 
knd he had again an opportunity of distinguish* 
ing himself in the course of the late war ini 
'' a different manner," A French squadron, un- 
der Admiral Linois, having attacked a fle^t 
of British Indiamen, cdknmanded by Captain 
Nathaniel Dancfe,' was repulsed with consider- 
able loss, and the .fleet pr^e^vctd. Captain 
Dance was knighted Yor hik conduct on the 
occasion, an^ Captain WibQo, wko was /se- 
cond in conamand,. received various testimo- 
nies of public approbation. A sword, to the 
value 01 ^50, war. voted to him, by the East 
Indt^ Company I and the- like reward by the 
Patriotic Society* Captain WiUon hiwl retired 
N from the service of late years^ and d^ed neaf 
London in May, 1810. 
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Uiidy Hobart I^ackef, 

OW AV 

ISLAND OF ICE. . 



TVe wited from Halifax,, on, the 22d of 
Junef 1803| steering a course to the southi^ 
waii4 and eastw^'d^ to clea,r Sable islf^ndt 
On the. 2ith WO' hauled to the north w^d* to 
ptaA.ovec the northern part, of the great bank . 
of NewCoundlandi intending to keep., well 
to the northward, and by that means avoid tlie 
en^jpay's cruisers* 

Al sev^A in the rnqroing of the 26th, be- 
ing then- on the .great bank .of Newfound* 
land, we dis«pv6)r,ed a large schooner under 
French colqurs, standing towards usj^ with 
htr^deck full of mea» We concluded from 
her. nuuH>«r of bear^jsg d<>wni that, she had 
b^^n. apprised pf the war^ an^ thai.sh^ took 
iiaior a merchant Jbrig f therefore, w^cle^re^ 
oujE shijp for .action. . At eight,, beij^g withju) 
'9»g^ <^ our, guns, we fired a shot at .heri, 
wbfo '^be stiiuck her colpuvs^ and we seii^ 
boar^ and took pos^esston of the vessel. , 
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After taking out the Captain and crew of 
the prize, I gave her in charge to- Lieuten- 
ant John Little and William Hughes, of hir 
Majesty^ navy, who' were passengers in the 
Lady Hobart, and most handsomely volun- 
teered their services. Along with them, I 
sei^ttwo of our old seamen, and two prisoneYSj 
to assist in navigating the. prize. 

At ten in the morning, we saw two schooners . 
a-head, and fired a shot to bring, them to* 
Finding them to be English, and bound to 
St. John's, I divided the French prisoners 
between them, with the exception of the 
Captain, MatOr and one boy, the Captain's 
nephew, who very earnestly requested to be 
kept on board tjie packet. 

On Tuesday, the 28th of June, it blew hard 
from the westward, with a heavy sea and hazy 
weather, and thick fog at intervals* About 
one in the morning, the ship^ then going at 
the rate of seven miles an hour, by the log^ 
struck against an island of ice, with s^ch 
violence, that several of the crew-were pitched 
eut of their hammocks. The suddenpess 
of the shock roused me from my sleep, end 
I instantly ran upon deck. The helm being 
put hard a -port, the ship struck again about 
the chess-tree, and then swung round on her 
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keel, her stem-post being stove in, and Iter 
f'udder c«rried nwaji before we could tOLte^c^k 
in our attempts to haul faer off. . 

At this time, ^he island of ice apj^igred le 
haqg quite >over tbe ship, fopmin^ ^'bigh 
pe«(k, which must have Jbeen twice the 'J|ieig(i^ 
of our mast head; and the lepgth. of the 

kla&d, was tupppsed tc^^be from a qu8uM;er ^ 
half a mile. • 

The sea was now breaking over th^ ice ki 
a dreadful mamier, . and the water rushiqg in 
BO fast, as to fill, the ship's hold in^&fei^ 
miautes : we hove ^he guns . over b<^rd» cui 
aw|iy the anchors from, the bo^a* f^nd ;got 
two sails under her bottom. Both puQips were 
kept going, ' and we continued baling wit& 
buckets from the main hatchway* in hope^.of 
preventipg^ >he ship from^ ^injciiig, Bu$« in 
lesf than. a quarter of ail hcfxktf she settled 

doim jbo later foKeHshaififbi!^ th^.m^4^* >.■ 

Oar situati^ was now bei^KWie, meisre ferilr 
ous. ' Aware of the danger^ of a lEnomentV 
delay in hoisting put the. boats, S confulte^ 
Captain Tliomas of the navy, and Miu.^argu^ 
ray master, as to the propriety of mfrkin;paoy 
further efforts to save the ship ; and, as I was 
anxious to preserve the mail, I requested their 
imion as to the possibility of taking it into 
8^ in the event, of our being able to 
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get them over the ship's- side: These gende- 
men agreed with ikie that ne time .was to be 
losfein hoisting out the boats ;. and.ihat,. astbe 
vessel was thea setUkig. fast, our firrtand only 
consideration was. to endeavour to preserve 
the crew i Ind here I must pay fhat,tribttte . oi 
praise^ wMoh the steady ^discipline and. good 
conduct of every one on board so justly merit* 
Fron» the first oiomept of the ^ip*s striking, 
not ar word was utteved expressive of a desire 
to leawe the wrecic ;. my orders were promptly 
obeyed> and theug b the daqger of perishing 
was every instaoi iacreasingi each man waited 
bis own turn to get into the ^iits» with a 
coolness and composure that could not be sue* 
passed. 

Having fortonat^y succeeded in hoisting 
out the cutter and the jolly-boat,, the sea then 
running high, we placed the ladies, three in 
number, in the former. One of them, Miss 
Cottenham, was so terrified, that she sprung 
from the gunwale, and pitched into the bottom 
of the boat with coosiderable violence* This, 
which might have been an accident pwductxTe 
of fatal consequences to herself as well as to 
us all, was unattended by any bad effect. The 
few provisions which had been saved from the 
men's births were then put into the boat 
wImIi vere qui^ly veered a- stem . 
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By this time, the jnain deck farwftrd was un- 
der water, and nothing but the qaarter-deck 
appeared. I next ordered the men jnto the 
boats, and, having previously^ lashed iron pig^ 
of balisBt to the mail, it was thrown overboard* 
I now perceived that the ship was sinking 
fast. Intending to drop myself from the end of. 
the tr} ing-saj] boom into the cutter, butap« 
prehensive that she might be stove, under the 
counter, I called but to the men to haul up 
and receive me'; and I desired Mrs ' Bargus^ 
who vcontinued with me in the wredt, to go • 
over first. He replied, that in this instance 
he begged leave to disobey my orders, that he 
must see me safe over, before he attempted to 
go himself. Such conduct, and at such a pio« 
meoty requires no comment ; but I should b^ 
wanting to myself and to the service, if >I did 
not state every circumstance, however trifling ; 
and it is highly satijBfactory to have this oppor- 
tunity of recording an incident so honourable 
t p a meritorious officer. 

At ^^^ time we hoisted out the boats', the sea 
was running so high, that I scarcely flattered 
myself ^® should get them over in safety, and 
•ndced, nothing but the steady and orderly 
conduct of the crew, could have enabled us to 
aecoiupl^ so difficult and hazardous an un- 
dertakiog;x»od it is only justice to them to 



>lMenre» that not a man in the ihip attempted 
to make use of the liquor^ which eyretj ene 
liad in his power*- While the cutter was get« 
ting out, I perceived John Tipper, one of the 
aeamen^ emptying a five gallon hottle, and on 
. enquiring, found it to be of rum* He said 
that he was doing so for the purpose of filling 
it with water from the skuttle-cask on the 
quarter-deck, which had generally been filled 
over night, and which was then the only fresh 
water tliat oould be got at. It afterwards be- 
came our principal supply* This circumstance 
I relate as being so highly creditable to the 
character of a British sailor. 

We had scarcely quitted the ship, when she 
^' gave a heavy lurch to port, and then went 
down h^ad foremost. I had ordered the co- 
lours to be hoisted 4it the main top gallant- 
mast head, with the union downwards, as a 
lignid ef distress, that- if any yessel should 
happen to be near us at the dawn of day, ohr 
calamitous situation mrght attract obseryation 
from her, and relief b^ afibrded us. 

At this awful crisis of the sh^ sinking^ 
when fear might be supposed the predominant 
principle of the human mind, a British sea- 
man, named John Andrews, exhiluted uncom*' 
fljion coolnesi : ** There my brave fellows/' 
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- I canftot* BtMb[ft tadescrilKiinyvvra fitel* 
hi^Bf • of 'the 0<«]fBflfti«>ite of taj 'pebple. 'Ex- 
posed as w« Were, in two open boats^ on tiie 
* great 'Athatic ocean r bereft of alt^hfumce 
bot that which our own ekertioni^ tindei' Pro- 
vidence could afford us, we narrowly eseAped * 
being swallowed up in the vortex,' Men.ac. 
cu8to;ned to vicissitirdes are not easily de- 
jected ; but there are trials which human na- 
ture alone cannot surmount. The conscious- 
ness of having done our duty, and reliance on 
a good Providence, enabled us to endure the 
calamity that had befallen us, and we animated 
each other with the hope of a better fate. 

While we were employed in deliberating 
concerning our futurejirrangemenf, a singular 
incident occurred, which occ^ionediu)neidera- 
hle uaeasiness among us. At the moosei^t 
the ship was singeing; she was Surrounded by 
what seamen call a school, or an incalcalable 
number of Whales^ which can only be- ac- 
counted for by our knowing that at this pw> 
licular aeitfon, they take -a direction for tbe 
eoast of Newfoundland, in quest of a small 
£sh called Capetard, which they devour. Rrofli 
their near approach, we were extremely ap* 
prehensive that they might strike the boass 
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and materially dtimage them; frequent instan* 
cee having occurred in the fishery, of bo^ts 
being cut in twslti by the farce of a single 
blow from a whale^i We therefore shouted^ 
and used every effort to drive them away, but 
without effect ; they continued, as it then ^ 
seemed^ to pursue us, and remained about the 
boats, for half an hour, when, thank God ! 
they disappeared witliout having done us any 
injury. 

*^,After surmounting dangers and difficulties 
which ba£}e ail Mescription; we at length rig- 
^ ged the fore mast, and prepared to shape our 
coarse in the best manner that circumstances 
would admix. The wind blew precisely from 
that point on which it was necedsary to ;iati in 
order to make the nearest land. 
. An hour scarcely elapsed fr^om the time the 
sbtp-strifck, until she foundered. The (;rew 
were already distributed in the ftllowing order, . 
which was . afterwards preserved. . In the cut- 
' ter, whidi was twenty feet long, fix feet four 
inches broad, and two feet six inches deepi 
were embarked three indies and myself; Cap- 
tain Riehard Thomas of the navy : the French 
commander of the schooner; the master's 
mate, gunner, steward, carpenter, and eight 
seamen, in all eighteen people. These toge- 
thev with the provisions, brought the boat* 



gunrale down to within aiit or seven inch 
the, water. Some idea of ^ur Crowded state 
may be /ormed from this ; but it is scarcely 
possible for tlie imagination to conceive the 
extent of our sufleringi in consequence of it. 

In the jolly-boat, which was fourteen feet 
from stem to stern^ five feet three inches broad 
and two feet deep, were embarked Mr*. Sa- 
muel Bargus, master; Lieutenant-colonel 
George Cooke of the first regiment of guards; 
the boatswain, sail maker, And seven seamen $ 
In all eleven persons. 

^The only provisions which we were able to 
save, consisted of between forty and fifty 
pounds of biscuit, a vessel containing five 
gallons of ^ater, as also a small jug,' and part 
of a barrel of spruce beer, one ^^^ gallon 
vessel of rum, a few bottles of port wiac, 
with two compasses, a quadrant, a spy-glass» ^ 

and a small tin mug. The deck-iantern 
which had a few spare candles in it, had like- 
wise been thrown into theboat ; and .the cook 
having had the precaution to secure his 
tinder box and some matches that were kept 
in a bladder^ we were enabled to steer by 
night. 

The wind was now blowing strong from 
the . westivard, with a. heavy sea, and the dfy 
had ju^t dawned* Estimating ourselyes 950 
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milfis distant from St. John's in Newfoundlan4r 
witiy the prospect of westerly winds contiofu* 

' ingy^ I found it necessary at' once to use the 
strictest economy**' This I represented to my 

' companions in distress, that our' resolution^ 
when adopted, shouljd on noaccoiint bechanged^ 
bimI that we should begin by suffering priva- 

~ tions, which I foresaw, would be greater than I 
ventured to explain. To each person, therefore^ 

' were served oiit half a biscuit and a glass of 
wine', which was. the only allowance for the 
ensuing twenty-four hours ; we all agreed tQ 
leave tlie-watei' untouched as long as possible^ 
During the time we were employed in get- 
ting out the boats, I ordered the master to 
throw the main-hatch tarpauling into the cut- 
ter, which being afterwards cut into lengths, 
enabled us to form iTtemporary bulwark against 
the waves. I had also reminded the carpen- 
ter to carry as many tools with him as he could* 
Accordingly, among other things, he had put 
$L few nai^s in his pocket,^ and we repaired the 

' eunwale of the cutter, which had been stared 
m hoisting her out. 

Soojr afler day-light, we made sail with 
the jolly-boat in tow, and stood clpiie hauled to 
tlie northward and westward, in hopes of reach, 
ipg the coast of Newfoundland, or of being 



picked up by 'some veaflel. We^[iaBse4 two. is- 
lands of ice nearly as large aa ihe firsts- aod - 
now said pr^ers, and returned lh«Aks to Qod 
for otir deliverance. At noon- we JOOMd^- an 
observation in latitude 45^ 33® norths Sl Jobo*s 
beaxiog f^ north, distant 33Q «ules. 

Wednesday the 29ih of.Jjine wi^usImotcA 
in with, light ; and variable, fisiods-firoaif die 
southward, and. eastward. W# .paspad aJ^ng 
and sleepless -night, and I found. c^seUy. at 
dawn of .day, whb* twenty ta%ht.paraonat an- 
xiously looking up to me for, thai direotiea of 
•ur coursei. as well as for the;-«distiijbii4i«s of 
their scanty allowance* On exainipiag-oup pro- 
visions we found the^ bag of btscuiu mxiJx da- 
maged by salt water, oa which account it be- 
came necessary to. curtail the aUowance* >«A11 
cheerfully acquiesced in this prooaution. 

It was now that I became more ^va.ta 'the 
horrors of our situation* We all xalucoed 
tlianl:s to heaven for past mercies, smd olfered 
up prayers for our safety. 

A thick fog soon after came on ; it. conti- 
nued during the day with heavy rain, which, 
now being destitute of any means of collect- 
ing h, oifered us no reUef. Our crowded 
and exposed condition was rendered more 
distressing from being thoroughly wA, aa no 
one had been permitted to take more than a 
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great coat or a blanket, with the clothes on 
his back. 

« 

The oars of both boats were kept con- 
'stantly going» and we steered a N. $r. W. 
course^ A\\ bands were anxiously looking 
out for a strange sail. At noon, a quarter oC. 
a biscuit and 9, glass of rum were served to 
each person* St. John's bore 310 miles distant, 
but we made no observation. One of the 
ladies again read prayers to us. 

Nerxt' morning we were all so benumbed > 
with wet and extreme cold, at day;i>break, 
that > half a glass of rum and a, mouthful of 
biscuit were served out to each person. The . 
ladies, who l^ hitherto refused the spirits » 
were now prevailed upon to take Uie -stated . 
allowance, which aiforded them immediate 
relief, and enabled them the better to resist 
the severity of the weather. 

.The sesbwas mostly caltti; with thick fog 
and sleet; the air raw and cold. We had 
kept at our oars all ni^ht, and we ^continued 
to row the whole of this dny. The jolly-boat, 
having unfortunately put off from the ^ip, 
with only three oars, and having but a ^mall . 
sail converted into a foresail, with a top-gaU 
lant steering-sail, without needles or twine, 
we were obliged to keep her constantly in 
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tew. The cutter also having lost two of her 
oars in hoiiiting out,- was now so deep in the 
wafer, that with the least sefl^ she made but 
littte way, so that we were not ekiabled to 
profit much by the Hght winds. 

Some one frohi the jolly-boat called out ' 
that there was part of a cold ham, which had 
not been discovered before. Of this a small 
bit about the size of a nutmeg was immedi* 
ately served out to each person, and the re- 
mainder thrown over bcatrd^ as I dreaded it 
might increase our thirst, which we had no 
means of assuaging. 

At noon we judged ourselves to be on ttie 
north eastern, edge of the Great Bank, St. 
John's, bearing west' by north f 46 miles dis- * 
tant- Performed divine service. 

Friday, 1st July. During the greater part 
of the last twenty- four hours, it. blew a hard 
gale of wind from W. S* W. with a heavy 
confused sea from the same quarter. Through • 
out, there were thick fog anrd sleet, and the 
weather excessively cold ; and the spray of 
the sea freezing as It blew over the boats, 
rendered our* situation truly miserable. At 
this time we all felt a most painful depression 
of spirits ; — the want of nourishment, added 
to the continued ccHd and wet> had rendered 
us almost incapable of exertioa. The very 
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confined- space in the boat, would not admit 
of our stretching pur limbs ; and several of 
the men whose feet were considerably swelled^ , 
repeatedly called out for water. But on my ^ 

reminding them of the cesolution we had 
nade, ax^d of the absolute necessity of per<« 
severing in it, they aclniowledged the justice . 
and propriety of my refusal to comply with 
their desire ; and the water remained un- , 
touched. 

We . stood to the northward and. westward . 
at the commencement of the gale ; but the 
.cutter was so. low in the water, and had ship- 
ped so much sea,, that we were obliged to cast 
off the jolly-boat tow-rope; and we very.soon 
after lost sight of her in the fog. 

This unlucky circumstance was productive 
of the utmost distress to us all. We had 
been roused to exertion from a double motive ; 
and the uncertainty of ever again meeting 
the companions of our misfortune, excited 
the most acute affliction. To add to the mi- 
scry 0^ our situation, we lost, along with the 
boat, not only a considerable quantity of our 
stores, but with them our quadrant and spy- 
glass. 

The gale - increasing, with a prodigibus 
heavy sea, -we brought the cutter to, about 



.103 

four in tlie afternoon) by, heaVing the boat's 
sail loose over the bow, and veering it round 
with the rope bent to each yard-arm, which 
kept her head to the sea, so as to bfeak its 
force before it reached us. 

In the course of this day, tliere were re- 
peated exclamations of a strange saili although 
I knew it was next to an impossibih'ty to dis- 
eover an}' thing, owing to the thickness of 
the fog. — Yet the exclamations escaped from 
the several seamen, wlUi such apparent cer- 
tainty of the object being there, tliat I was 
indj^ced to put the boat before the wind to 
convince them of their error. AsOL then saw, 
in a ^^"fy strong point of view, tti.e cont^e- 
quenccs of such deviation,. I took occasion to 
remonstrate with them on the subject. I re- 
presented, with all the persuasion of which I 
was capable, that the depression arising from 
disappointment tn£nitely overbalanced the 
momentary relief proceeding from such delu- 
sive expectfttian, and exhorted them not to 
allo^ such fancies to break out into expres- 
sion. Under all these circumstances, the 
'ladies, with a heroism which no words can 
describe, particularly afforded to us the best 
examples of patience and fortitude. 

Joining in prayer tranquillized our mindsj 
apd insoired the consj[>latory hope of bettering 



/ 



our cooditlon. On such occasiom i we ^ere 
all bareheaded, notwUbstandin^ the incessant* 
showers. 

St. John's, at noon, bore west by north HA 
miles distant ; but ^e mad&no observation* 

Saturday, 2nd July — It rained hard dsiring 
the night, and the cold became so severe, that 
hardly one in the boat was able to move* 
Our hands and feet were so much swelled, that 
many of them became quite black, owing to 
our confined state, and the constant exposure 
to cold weather. — Atday-break, I served out 
about the third o£ a wine glass of rum to' each 
person, with a quarter of a biscuit, and before 
noon, a small quantity of spruce-beer, which ' 
alTorded us great relief. 

During the earlier part of this day, it blew 
strong ftom the south-west and westward, ac« ' 
companied with foggy weather ; towards nooa 
moderate breezes prevailed from the' nprth* * 
ward and eastward. . 

At half past eleven hi the forenoon, a sail 
standing to the northwest, was discovered in 
the eastward. Our joy at such a sight, with 
the immediate hope of deliverance, gave tis all * 
new life. ^ I immediately ordered the people 
to sit as close as possible, to prevent our baixn 
£ng the appearance of an armed boat, and 
baring tie4 a lady's shawl to a boat-hook, I 



r&iBcd ftiyself as wel? as I could, and from 
the bow , waved it as long-as my strength' 
would allow me. Having hauled close te the 
whifl, we nearcd eacih other fast, atrd in leis 
than a quarter of an hotir, we perceived the * 
jolly-boat.' '''''', 

^Our not recognizing her sooner, was owing , 
|o an additional sail having been nutde for 
her out of one of my bed sheets, whijDh had 
beeu accidentally throwo info the boat, and 
ivas set as a bonnet to the foresail. 

I cannot attempt to describe, the various 
sensi^Uoos of joyrand dis^ppointiheat,, which 
w/i^e succ^essively expressed oti the counte- 
nance of all. As soon as we apprpached the . 
jo^y^boat, we threw out a tow-rope, to her, 
und bore away to the north-west, i . 

,^We now mutually inquired into the state 
ef our respective crews after the late dreadful, 
gale. Tliose in the jolly-heal had sufTered 
fretn swelled h^nd^ and feet, like burselyes, 
an^ had undergone great anxiety on pur Ac- ^ 
count, qoncludipg that w,e ha^Nperished. The* 
most singular circumstance wa» their having*^ 
0(eered two, , niglts without any light; and 
eur meeting ..ag(pn, after sqch teiiipeatu/»us « 
weather, could n6t b^ve ha))penc4 but from . 
tiic iatcrpQsitioa^ of Providencei • 
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GuardiDg- against a similar accidenti we 
made a more equal distribution of our provi- 
sions ; and having received two bottles of 
winoi and some biscuit, from the jolly-boat^ 
we gave her company some rum in return. 

Our hopes of deliverance had now been 
buoyed up to the highest pitch. The excite, 
ment arising from joy, perceptibly began to 
lose its effect ; and to a state of artificial 
strength, succeeded such despondency, that 
no entreaty or argument could roiise som^of 
the men'i even to the common exertion of ' 
making sail. ' ' 

I, for the first time, served out a wine glass 
full of water to the French captain, and se* 
veral of the people who appeared to have suf. 
fered most. 1 had earnestly cautioned the 
crew against tasting salt water; nevertheless^ 
some of them had taken copious draughts of 
it, and became delirious ; some were seized 
with violent cramps, afid twitching of the ' 
stomach and bowels. J took occasion to 
point out to the rest of them the extremo 
danger of such in^t<<cretion. 

At noon, St. JohnU bore west \xf nortb^ 
distant 1 10 miles. We obtaifcied no obsenm* 
tion of tlie san this daj. Ptrformed divino 
Service. 



The cold, irel, and hunger/ which W# lex-- 
peilenced, the fbllomng day, jire not to be de- ' 
scribed ; they rendered our condition very de«» 
plorable. At eight in the evening, having a 
strong breeze from the southward, we stood 
under all the canvass we could spread, the > 
jolly-boat following in oa» wake, and rowing , 
to keep up with ,us. 

The^ French captain, who for some days had*> 
laboured under, despondency, admitting of no •' 
consolation, leaped overboard in a fit.of adeli« • 
rium, and instantly sunk. The cutter vPlui-At r 
this time going so fast' through the water, end 
the oars being lashed to the gunwale, it would 
have been impossible to save him, even had he 
floated. One of the other prisoners in the > 
jolly-boat became 6o outrageous, that it waa , 
^necessary to tie him to thebot^oin of thehoi^. 

, The melancholy fate of the poor captain; . . 
whom I had learned to esteem, perhaps affected •• 
me at first more sensibly than any other pev- 
son ; (or on the day of oui* disaster» when I . 
was making the distribution in 4he boat*, and ; 
considering in whidi I m^m to 'place him, he 
came to mo, with tears in his eyes, imploring ^ 
me not to leave him to perish witli the wrecks ^ 
I assured him that I had never entertaitted> ^ 
^uch an 'idea; that as I had been the acct- 
leatat cause of his misfortunes, I should en« 
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i4dfti^ttVi.td Knfike;hi8'Skiiati(m as ^Bsy as I 
coiiildy ancilliat asime w^re all exposed to the 
taama.idaoger, • W9 should survive or perish toge- 
ther. This assurance, and the hope of being 
:«pe«dily« eKohaaged, ifever.we reaehed the 
J^ndi^i A{)iara(ed> foa a .wiiile in quietiog -his 
.madj-.bm f(Qarjitttde>800B £srsook him, and the 
^ayir sfwritSf. to*iv\bfdx he. had not beea*' accus- 
WUH9e4» p«QdtMii)g.the moatidreadfu] intoxicat- 
ing effects, hurried oa the fatal catastrophe* 
*-Wa'>i«er» all. deeply '^aiSBeoted by thwincH 
jdeat^.iadead the «ftosr erifling accident or dis-* 
>appMitment"Waa'aiiffioient to render our irri* 
Citable ^stete more painful ; and I was myse!f 
'abeorbed ^ith such ni€»laneholy> as to lose all 
-s^eeUection for manyliours. A vh)lent shi* 
» veriag had seized me, which returned at in* 
.tervala; and as I had refused all. sustenance, 
-my «tate was very alarming. Towards night, 
I enjoyed, for the first time, three or four 
'hours sound sleep ; a perspiration came on, and 
I awoke as from a dream, free of delirium, 
-but painfiitlly alive to the horrors ths^t* sur- 
rounded me. ' 

The sea continued to break so much over 

»tbe.boats, that those who bad'strehgth enough 

.w«ra obliged to bale without iutermissioii. 

Those Who sat In the stern of the cutter, were 



so confined, that it wa« difficult for any ^t»e to 
put his littBd into his pocket ; and tha greater 
pArt of tb« craw lay in water ip the bottom' of 
the boat. _ ' 

The retarfi of the ^dawn brought u« ito relief 
but iu light ; the sun had never .cheered us 
but once during the whole of ouf perilous voy« 
ege ; and those among us i)4io obtained a fe^ 
uninterrupted hours of sleep, aifakened to the 
fi^Il consciousness of misery. ~ 

A verjr heaiy gale arose from the fouthfi^rd, 
^ accompanied wfth so tremendpus a sei^ that 
the greatest vigilance was necessary in manay 
Sng the heln^t '£ar the boats would haye 
broached to froin the slightest devJi^tioni an^ 
.occasioned o\ir in^^^ti^ble destcuctiofj. Wescvd* 
ded before the wind, expecting every ^aye to 
overwhelm us ; but through the providence of 
God, we weathcired the Storm, irhiph, to- 
wards night, began to abate. 

•We had now run tli^ distance that w:«l 
supposed o^iirselyes^ from St. John's \ hoif- 
ever the thickness of tlie fog prevented m 
from seeing to any great extent. . 

Towards eyenioig» we passed several pieces 
of rook- weed, and sqo^ afle^ Captain Thomi||. 
n%w the wing of a hackdoif n, an aquatic biol 
fi equentmg tl^e coast of Newfoundiand} ^^l^^) 



OUCH is «aten by the fishermen. This ftlForded 
Us gireat hopes of our apprdaching <he land^ 
and all hands were equally occupied In ob* 
serving what passed the boats. About thid 
limey a beautiful white bird, web-footed, and 
ttot unlike a dove in sise and plumagei ho« 
vered over the mast-head of th^ cutter ; and 
notwithstanding the pitching of the boat, fre# 
^Uently attempted to perch on it, and coiiti* 
nued fluttering there until dark. . Trifling ai 
fttch an incident may appeari we all const* 
dered it a propitious omen. 

The impressive manner in Vhich the bird 
left us, and then returned to gladden us with 
its presence, awakened that superstition in ou^ 
minds, to which sailors are at all timef ^id to 
be prone. We indulged ourselves with the 
most consolatory assurance, that the' saime 
band which had provided this 8olaf:e to our 
distresses, would extrics^e u# frpm, the sur- 
rounding dangers. * 

There being eve^y ref^on to conclude our- 
selves well in with the land, tbf few who w^re 
able to move, were nqw called upon tp makd 
the last effort to save thei^ lives,' by rpwing, 
and taking advantage of the little breezes ' 
diat then prevailed. It was strongly urged 
tp them, that should the wind come off the 

G 
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shore in. th^ tDorningi and drive tii to lee* 
ward, all exertioos to regain it might then be 
too late, as independent of our feeble state, 
the provisions, irith all possible ecojfiomyt 
could not last more than tiro days, and the 
water, which had as yet remained untouched,, 
except in the instances before mentioned, could 
not hold out much longer. 

,We had been six days and nights constantly 
wet and,co1d| and without any other su5ten« 
ance than a quarter of a biscuit, and one wine* 
glass of liquid for twenty*four hours. The^ 
men, who had appeared totally indifferent Re- 
specting their fate, now summoned up resolo^ 
tion, and as many as were capable of moving 
from the bottom of the boats, betook them*' 
selves to the oars. 

As the morning of Monday dawned, the 

fog became so thick^that we could not see very 

far from the boat. During the night, we had 

been under the necessity of casting off the joI« 

)y -boat's tow-rope, to induce her crew to exert 

themselves by rowing. We again lost sight 

pf her, aod I perceived that this unlucky 

^ipcident was bo^ginning to excite great unea^. 

^iness among us* We were at this period so 

jQiuch reduced, that the most triflii>g remark 

or exclamation agitated us very much. I 

therefore found it necessary to cautioh thp- 
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people against being deceived by the appear- 
ances of landi or calling out until we were 
quite eonvinced of its reality, more especially 
as fog-banks are often mistaken for land. Se- 
veral of 'the poor fel lowsr neverthelessy repeat- 
edly exclaimed they heard breakers, and some, 
the firing of guns ; and, to own the truth, the 
founds we did hear, bore such a resemblance 
to the latter, that I concluded some vessels 
bad got on shore, and were making signals of' 
distress. This noise afterwards proved to be 
the blowing of whales, of which we saiw a great 
number. 

Soon after day- light, the sun rose in view, 
for the second time since wc quitted the wreck. 
It is worthy of remark, that, during the period 
of seven days, that we were in the boats, we 
never had an opportunity of taking an obser- 
vation, either of the sun, moon, or stars; neither 
could we once dry our clothes. The fog at 
length begianing to dispel, we instantly caught 
a glimpse of the lanil, within a mile's dis- 
tance, between Kettle Cove and Island Cove, 
in Conception Bay, fourteen leagues from the 
fiarbour of St. John's. Almost at the same 
instant, we had the inexpressible satisfaction 
of discovering the jolly-boat, and a schooner 
t&eiur the shore ataading off iowards us. 
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I With Uiat it were possible for roc to dc* • 
scribe our sensations at this interesiin^; pui* 
nrent. From the constant watching amd 
fatigue, and also from the lan^ior and dei| 
pression produced by our exhausted stata^ 
siich accumulated irritability ivas brought ont 
tfiat the joy at a speedy relief a(bcted u^ all 
in a most remarkable way. Many hurst mt0 
tears ; some looked at eaah other witii a atuptd* 
stare, as if doubtful of the reality of what tbof 
saw, while several were in such a lethargic 
conditioD, that no con^solation, no animating 
words, could rouse them toii^xertion* 

At this affecting period, though OTcrpow* 
ered by my own feelings, and impressed wittk 
the recollection of our sufierings, and tht 
sight of so many deplorable objects, I proposed 
offermg up our solemn thanks to Heaven for 
the miraculous deliverance. Every one cheer- 
fully assented. As soon as I opened the pn^er- 
book, which I bad secured tlie last time I 
went down to my cabin, universal silence pre- 
vailed. A spirit of devotion was so singularly 
maaifested on this occasion, that to the bene- 
fits of a sense of religion in uncultivated 
minds, must be ascribed that ditfciplixie, good 
order, and exertion, which even the sight df 
land could scarcely produce* 
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Tb^^i^vice being over,tU« people requested 

10 have a pint of grog each ; but dreaJing the 

cpusef uence^ of'such induIgeuceY Inii&ed tiome 

jrum an^ water very weak> aiui diatributfed to 

4;very pjue ^Dmaii ^ua&tity. 

The schooner being witliin hail; and our 
situation being made kflown, »he hove to and 
weou^aA lu on board, and our boats were talj^en 
in tow^ The men could now with difiicultv 
be s^^strawecl from taking large and repeated 
drai^hti of water, m consequehee of whicti» 
federal felt great iacoovenkmce from the 
f addcB diftensidn ^f the stottiach ; but, by 
•baervtng greater caution aAerward8,no other 
oiiiiafter eiFectg entued* 

The wind having bfown with great violcnco 
trmn off the coast, we did not reach the landing 
place at Uland Cove,' until four o*ciook in the 
evening. All the women and children, wiA 
two or three fialiermen, the rest of the men 
keiog absent, dwae down to the beach, and 
oppeaijiig deeply afteted at our situation, 
asaisted in lifting us out of the vessel. They 
AOXt assisted in carrying us up the craggy 
jrpcks, over which we were obliged to pass to 
get to iLeir habitations. 

It wt(ii most furtunate that we fell in with 
the land aboiit Island C4>ve« A very fe^ 
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uiHes to the northw,ard»^the ^roasttsinaccet* 
sibJe, and lined with dangerous reefii of rocks» 
which we should have pushed for in the ntght, 
bad we seen ihem. . Our situation had become 
sofdespi^ratf, that I had resolved to land at tfas 
first place we could make, and in that cas«i 
we must have all perished. 

The different fishiog hots were conatnieted 
of Pine logs. The three ladies» Colonei 
Cook, Captun Thomas, the nastcf » and mysdf, 
were conducted to the house of Mr. Lilly, m 
planter! who received us with great attenlioa 
and humanity. This small village afibrded 
neither medical aid nor fresh provisions, both 
of which we so much requiredt potatoes and 
salt fish being the only food of the inhabitants. 
.1 therefore resolved to lose no time in pro- 
ceeding to St. John's, aEkd hired a small 
schooner for that purpose. 
. Co the seventh of July ire embarked in 
three divisions, the most infirm were placed 
ia the schooner ; the master's mate bad charge 
of the cutter, and the boatswain of the jolly- 
boat. But' such was the exhausted state of 
the whole party, that the^day was considerably 
advanced, before we could get under Veigh. 

At two in the afti&rnoon, we made ^ail with 
the jolly-boat in tow, and the rutter in coiii« 
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land, with a favourable breeze. Towardt 
dusk it began to blow hard in squalls o9 the 
land, when we lost sight of the cutteri and 
were obliged soon after to come to an anchor, 
without St. John's harbour* We^entertained 
great apprehenHons for the cutter's safety, 
particularly as she had* no grapnel> lest she 
might be driven to sea ; but at day-Kght, we 
perceived her and the schooner entering the 
harbour. . The cutter, we learnt, fortunately 
fell in with a fishing vessel, to which she made 
fast during the night* 

The ladies. Colonel Cook, Captain Tbonws^ 
and myself, conducted by Mr. Lilly, left the. 
schoonejr when she anchored, and, notwith- . 
standing the extreme darkness and badness of 
the night, reached the shore in the jolly-boat* 
No house being open at so late an hour, ^e 
wandered for some time, about the streets ; 
but, at length, we were admitted into a smalK 
house, where we passed the remainder of the 
pight on chairs, a.^* there was but one miserable « 
bed for the ladies. 

Early on the iollewingday, our clrcumstan'* 
ces having been made known, hundreds of 
people crowded down to the landing place. 
Nothing could exceed their surprize on seeing 
the boats that had carried nine-and-twent 
nersoni.^uch a distance, over a boisterous sei 
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X HE narrative to which we now proceed^ . 
ifli perhaps^ less interesting from the calamity 
it relateSf than from the view in which it ex- 
hibiu the natives of Caffraria* We shall find 
from iti that savages have the same feelings of 
humanity I which do honour to civilised- coun* 
tries ; and their treatment of the unfortunate 
persons* shipwrecked on their coast, will teach 
us, that though the colour of a man*s skin be 
different from our own, he. is only inferior to 
us, in as far as heiias not bad the same advan- 
tages of climate, or the same means of im« 
provement* 

The American ship Hercules, commanded 
by Captain Benjamin Stout, arrived at Bengal 
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designing another voyage, he chartered his 
sjhip to the British East-India Company^ and 
took on board ^above nine thousand bags of 
.rice, which he was ordered to carry with the 
greatest dispatch to London. Intelligence 
had reached the Indian settlements of a fai« 
kre in the crops of Great Britain, whence 
quantities of rice, as a substitute, were shipped 
with the utmost activity. Most of the crew 
were engaged In^India, and chiefly consisted 
of X^ascars, or natives of India, with a mixture 
of Americans, Danes, Swedes, Dutch, and 
Portuguese, the whole amounting to sixty- 
four persons. The necessary arrangements 
for the voyage being completed, the ship sailed 
from Sagar Roads, on the 17th of March, 
1796. 

" Nothing material occurred," Capt. Stout 
proceeds to tell us, « until the Isti^f June 
following, at which time we rpfuc^^d 95^' 
soudi latitude, and 28<^ 40^ east longitud. • It 
then began to blow a gale, which progres- 
sively increased until the 7th. Though bred 
to the sea from my earliest youth, all that 
I bud -either heard pr read of before, presented 
no adequate idea of thos^ ' sublime effects 
.wbich.the raging, of the elements produced. 
The ship, raised on mountains of water 
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wB$ in a moment precipitated into an ahysa^ 
whare she seemed to wait until the coming 
sea elevated Ker agarn to the clouds^ The 
Incessant roaring of . the winds and waveSp 
produced an awful sensation in the minds of 
the most experienced seamen, whg, for some 
iimci aippeared in a state of stupefaction^ 
i^hile others, less accustomed to the dangers 
of a maritime lifi^ vended their fears in ones 
^nd exclamations. Kight came on worse than 
the day had been, and a sudden shift of windy 
about midnight, threw the ship in the trough . 
of the sea, VHIch struck her aft, tore awaj thf 
rudder, started the stern- post, and shattered 
• the whole of her stern-frame. 

The pumps were immediately sounded, and, 
?n the course of a few minutes, the water bad 
increased to four feet. One gang was in. 
Ktantiy set to work them,, and the remainder 
of the people employed in getting up rice from 
the run of the ship, and heavihg'it over, to 
oome at the leak, if possible. 

Aftef three or four hyindred bags were 
thrown, into the sea, we did get at the leak, 
and found tfafe water rushing into tite ship with 
fistonishlng rapidhy; therefore, we thrust 
. sheets, shirty jackets, bales of roJuslin, end 
every, thing of the lilse desqnpttoii that could 



}fe i^t, into the ppeninj^. Notwithatanding 
the pumps dischacged fifty tons of water ap 
hour; the ship roust certainly have gone down, 
had^not pur expedients been attended with 
some BttCCfss. ' Ifhe p^^pf| to the excellent 
construction of ^hjc|i we owe the preserva- 
tion of our liveS) were ipade by Mr. Mann, 
of liOndon. 

As the next day advanced* the weather 
appefredi to moderate : the men continued in- 
cessantly at the pumpsi and every exertion 
was made tp keep the ship afloat. At that 
timei we were about two hundred Ifjigijies from 
the eastern cpastof Africa. ' 

On the 9th of June, thp^gh the violence of 
]the tempest had in a great measure subsided, 
the swell of the sea was tremendous ; neverthe^ 
less, I ordered the long-boat to be got out ; but 
having reason to suspect that some oC the cre# 
would make off in her, I directed that she 
should be taken possession of by my second 
mate, and three seamen* They were supplied 
with arms, and I gave them express orders to 
i^oot the first man who attempted to board 
her, without my permission. They were like« 
wise instructed to He a-stern, but to keep by 
the ship until she should come to an anchor. 

The men having taken their stations in the 
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boat, I next ordered a raft to be made of aU 
the large spars, which was immediately done* 
The whole» when lashed together, meaaured 
about 35 feet in length, apd 15 in breadth.^*- 
Apprehending that the ship could . not make 
the land, and being satisfied, that in case of 
her going down, all the people could not be 
.received into the long-boat, I determined to 
neglect no n^easure, that promised even a 
chance of saving the wbole« 
- When the secood mate was preparing to 
cb.ey. my order, and take the command of the 
long-boat, the carpenter earnestly requested 
me to leave the ship. On my reprimanding 
him for not attending^ to the pumpS) he burst 
into tears, and declared that the whole stern- 
frame was shook, and loosened in such a man- 
ner, that he every hour es^pected her to go 
down. I plainly observed, that the miserable 
appearance of "this man, and the affecting t^e 
in which he expressed his apprehensions, had 
already increased the terrors of the crew« I 
told him, therefore, that I would perform my 
duty, and stick to the ship, until I was con* 
vinced, from my own observations, that all 
hnpe^ of saving her were vain. The carpen- 
ter repeated his solicitations^ and I then com- 
manded him to leaye me, assuring him, at the 
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same time, that unless he made every cxer. 
tion to encourage the people in their duty» 
and immediately went himself to the pumps, 
I should, however painful to my feelings, have 
him thrown into the sea. He retired, and 
afterwards exerted himself with manly per- 
severance. 

On the departure of the carpenter, I was 
iiimiediately addressed by many of the sailors* 
and on the s^me subject. They became so 
clamorous; and differed in their opinions so 
much, that with some of them, I was nearly 
proceeding to extremities. These circum- 
stances are mentioned, as a caution to future 
navigators entrusted with a command. They 
too frequently listen to the opinions of their 
people, in the time of danger, who are gene* 
rally for quitting the ship, and taking to boats, 
masts, yards, and timbers, lashed together 
in rafls. Indeed the sentifnents and prejudices 
of the common seamen are so various, that it 
cannot be supposed that anything, except con- 
fusion and misfortune, can follow such mis- 
taken conduct. A crew such as mine, com* 
posed of people of various nations, truly re- 
quired a peculiar attention from their coni<» 
mapder. It may happen that, by humouring 
thvir religious prejudices, at a particular mc 



menti essential service shall be obtained ; and 
as the following remarkable aoecdote tends 
to elucidate this optnion, I shall relate it as 
it happened : 

At a period when the tempest raged with 
the utmost violence, I had directed most of 
the crew below, especially the Lascars, to 
worl; the pumps. However I soon o.bserved 
one of them coming up the gang-wi^y, with a 
handkerchief in his hand» and on my enquiring 
what he was about^ he told me, in a toqe of 
voice, that indicated the most perfiqct confi- 
dence in the measure he proposed, that he 
was going to make an offering to God. 
^* This handkerchief," said h^, *« contains a 
certain quantity of rice, and all the Rupees I 
am worth : suffer me to lash it to the mizen-tpp, 
and rely ^pon it, Sir, we sh^U be saved. I 
was about to order him back again to the 
pump9, but recollecting that by to doing, 
both he and his cpuatryoieQ might be thrown 
into a state of despondeqcy, whereby the be* 
nefit of their exertions wpuld be lost, I ac* 
quiesced* The Lascar thanked me; and I 
soon behel^d him naoun| the tottering- ladder, 
without betifaying the sfnalle^t apprehension. 
He las^^ed the h^nd)cerchief tp.th^'mi^cnHopo 
tnast*faead| fearless of all danger^ 4pd returned 
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in safety to the deck. After assuring me that 
God was now my ffiend, he went below to 
inform hU comrades, that he had done his 
duty. All the Lascars seemed transported 
with joy ; they embraced their virtuous com* 
panipn, an^ then labqured with as much 
filacrlty, at the pumps, as if they had nei(her 
su£P«red alarm nor fatigue before : and to their 
unceasing exertions, the preservation of the 
people was in a great measure owing 

The shift of wind, which threw the sh!p 
into the trough of the sea, and carried away 
the rudder, was fortunately but a squall of short 
duration; it did not continue aborea quarter 
of an hour. Had it lasted but a little longer, 
the ship must have been torn to pieces; but the 
wind came round to its former quarter^ and 
gradually moderated. 

After the long-boat had been entrusted to 
the charge of the second mate» and the raft 
completed, I held a consultation with my 
officers, who were all decidedly of opinion, 
that it was impossible to save the ship, aad 
that we had no other chance of preserving our 
Hves but to make the land, and run her on 
short. When th^ people were informed. of 
the result of this consultation; they appeared 
to work with renovated spirits, which we en 
couragedi assuring them^ that we should soon 
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be within sight of land, and that by constantly 
working at the pumps, the ship would be kept 
afloat, until we should reach the shore 

The ship being for some time unmanage* 
able, and, spite of all our efforts, frequently 
standing , with her head from the landf I 
got a rudder made out of the topmast, and 
£xed in the place of the one we had losU 
But it was found of little avail, without 
the help of the long-boat, which I, tl)ere<« 
fore ordered to be hauled athwart the stera 
and this served, though with the greatest di6Si-i 
culty, to get the vessel's head towards the 
shore, while the wind was variable from the 
eastward. A cable could have been got out, 
which might have answered tolerably well to 
steer the ship ; but people could not be spared 
from the puftips to make the necessary pre- 
parations. 

On the evening of the 15th» we discovered 
land at about six leagues distance* At this 
moment all on board, expressed their joy, by 
shouts and acclamations, and the ship still kept 
nearing the shore, with five feet water in her 
hold; 

Jn the morning of tde 16th, being then 
about two miles from' the land^ and the wind 
from the westward, I ordered th'« anchor to 
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he let gOf that a last e£Port might be made to 
•top (he leaks, and, if possible, save the 
ihip. But her stern was shattered in such a 
manner, that, af^er another consultation^ with 
mj officers, it was finally resolved, to run 
heron the coast then opposite to us. Ano- 
ther gale was threatening, and no time was 
to be lost. 

I immediately ordered the second mate^ 
who was in the boat, to come on board, and 
1 dehVered into his custody the ship's regis- 
ter, and all the papers of any consequence 
ill my possession. After providing him and 
three men with water and provisions, I sent 
him to the boat» with directions to keep in the 
offing, and said, that if we got safe to land, 
after running the ship ashore, I should search 
for some inlet, into which he might securely 
run. I likewise desired him occasionally to^ 
look out for signals from the land. He faith- 
fully promised to obey my instructions, and 
then returned to his boat. 

We were now on the coast of CafTraria, 
within a few leagues of the place where the 
river Infanta empties itself into the sea. As 
the crisis approached, we resolved to meet it 
with fortitude; and, I therefore gave direc* 
tions to set the headsail, to he^TO the spring 
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the aJhorei and tlien to cut the cftble atid the 
spring. 
My orders were oliteyed with the gr^ntesl 

proipptitude. Aft^ running within hfilf m 
mile of the sber^, the vessel stru^ on. a 
cli^ter qf ifo^Vs ; the swell was At this rao* 
fnf nt tremendous, and* from her beating wo 
violently, it was scarcely possible for tkB 
men to hpld PR* lu this situation she r^ 
mained three or four mini|tes, wben a a^it 
took h^r over the r^cksj and qarrt^d h^ 
about a cable's length nearer tU^ shore, Ihfw 
shje struck agaio, and continued heaviag in, 
with fi dreadful surf, which ^very in^ktant made 
a break over her* 

Thp lashing that hitld the raft having 
given way, ai|d the spars beii^g carriecl to a 
considerable distance from the ship, alH^opa 
,of safety in that quarter ceased. At length, 
one of the c<rew, a black, plung^ into tlje 
wavesj^ and by exertio»3 seeming more than 
human, gained and Seated Sioiseif on the 
raft. But he 'had, scarcely kept his st«ition 
'%en minutes* when the whole was turned 
over, and hii^self co^nple^ely immersed in 
the sea. In a few moment^ , however, he was 
a^ia observed ii^ his se^t; and again he was 
exposed to a similar misfortune, to whic^h % 
third 6ucp«eded, Still he buffeted the waves' 
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Mnta at 1*9^ a(]|er enduring two hdur9 of 
fatii^ue, which I did not thiftk hamftn naturi^ 
capable of, he drifted on shore. 

There the natma who had kindled fires, 
Appeared in great numbers. They were 
mostly clothed in skins, armed with spears, 
and accompanied by a. great many dogs; a. 
party of tliem seized the man who had landed* 
And conducted him behind the saad hills lining 
the coast, which hid htm entirdy from Our 
vitw. 

Twelve of my people now launched them- 
Fclves on different spars, and whaterer pieces 
of timber they could find. Braving all difi« 
cuities, they at last gained the beach ; which 
they had no sooner reached, than Uie natives 
eame down, seised, and condiicted them 
behind the sand hills also. 

As it w1» impossible for us remaining on 
board, to discover what they were about, ^nd 
as we obsen'ed several parties of the natirea 
appear at different times on the sfaore^ but 
unacconipanled by any of the 'people^ we 
oonceitdd that all tlioee whe had IsSMled were 

]»as<Hic<^ed, and that a simHer calami^ esreked 
the rest of us. 

We were obliged te shelter eot es l e a e 119 
^ fbrecasf le, as the wredr heitiig no# fined, 
{he sea Mm oter faer^ mti M^efr^rfp eo ether 
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part where we could remaiiiy even (for a mo^ 
ment, in a lUte Of security. « 

All was uncertainty during the night; 
some were of opinion, that to avoid being 
tortured by the savages, perhaps thrown into 
the iires that bad been seen on shore, it would 
be better to resign ourselves to the destruc« 
tion of the watery element, and thus endure 
but a few struggles in parting with life. The 
sentiments of others were different ; they 
proposed gaining the shore, in as compact a 
body as possible, and to attack the natives 
with stoneS) or whatever else could be found. 
But this was overruled, as a measure imprac- 
ticable, (brs there was no possibility even of 
six men keeping together ; and if that num • 
ber could almost miraculously get on shore 
undivided, the savages could in a moment 
destroy them with spears. 

The whole night was spent in similar oon« 
sultacions, an4 the approach of day was an*- 
ticipated with considerable anxiety. Wheq, it 
did come, not an individual was to be seen» 
untii about nine o*Clock, when all the people 
who had tended were observed making towatda. 
the shore, and we soon perceived them beck* 
oningandJttviting us to land. 

la n Jkiw mini4eir.«veiy <par and piece of. 
tiaiber that could :|>e pr^ured wm 9&o$f^, 
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8ome occupied by tiro people, otjien by inpre», 
according to the shse. I speedily, stripped 
oiF my shirt, put on a short jacket^ and 
wrapped a shawl round my waist, in the cor- 
ner of which I put a gold watch. I then 
seized a spar and launched, into the sea. For 
nearly three quarters of an hour t preserved 
tnj hold and drifted towards the shore ; some- 

times cast so near, as to touch the rockswtth 
my feet, and then hurried away to a consider* 
able distance ; again I was precipitated for* 
wards, and in a momenta afterwards, carried 
off by the returning sea. At length, a sud. 
den Jerk, occasioned by the swell, strained 
both my arms and compelled me te quit the 
spar. At this instant, though at some dis" * 
tance from the beach, a wave that was advance 
ing rapidly towards thp shore, bore me along, 
and in a few moments threw me senseless on 
the sands. My people who were on shote ob- 
served my situation, ran down, and snatching 
me from the danger of the coming waves, con. 
veyed me . to a place of security. As they^ 
placed me by a fire and used every means for 
my recovery, I soon revived. 

The first subject of my enquiry was natu- 
rally the fkte of my unfortunate crew ; and t* 
then enjoyed the heartfelt pleasure of behold, 
ing them all around me, except tliose in the 
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long-boat, and one man who perished neat ihe 
shore. I then addressed myself to tiie mu 
lives, endeavouring to explain myself by 
signs. Fortunately there was a Hottentot' 
present who had lived with the Dutch farmersy 
and could spesik their lang;tage; my third 
mate was a Dutchtn^, and th^ two i^rv^ 
as ihttrpreters. 

I thanked the nitives in th^ name of my 
whole crew, and 6n the part of ny Bation, 
for the liberal ibid humane eslistenee which 
thcfy had afforded l» in our misfortuBe^ and 
aolidted their futore kindness and support. 

This being, as I epnceivedf at no great 
distance from the spot where the GrosveHor 
was lost in 1702t I inquired whether any of 
the natives remembered such a catastrophe*- 
Most of them answered m the affirmative, and 
ascending one of the sand hills, pointed to the 
place where the Grosvenor sulFered shipwreck* 
I then desired to know whether they had re- 
ceived any certain accounts respecting the 
fate of Capt^n Coxon, who was proceeding 
on his way to the Cape* with several men 
end women passengers that were saved from 
the wreck. They amsrered, that Captam 
Coxon and the men were slab. One of the 
ckic^ having insbled on taking two of the 
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white ladies to his kraal, the Captain and his 
people reiisted, and not being armed, were 
immediately destroyed. Tlie natives, at the 
same time, gave me to understand, that at 
the peried when the Grosvenor was wrecked t 
their nation was at war wfth the colonists ; 
and as tl)e Captain and his crew were whites, 
they could not tell but they would assist the 
colonists in the war, provided they reached 
their Farms. This intelligence so directly 
alTected my own situaUon, that I desired to 
know on what terms the Cafires and the colo- 
nists now stood. ** We are IViends/'^said 
Ihey, ^'and it will be their fault, if we are 
not always so.*' This answer relieved me 
from a very serious embarrarsment. But the 
fate of the two unfortunate ladies gave mc 
io much uneasiness, that I most earnestly 
requested the natives to .tell me all they 
knew of their situation ; whether they were 
•live or dead, and if living, what part of the 
country they inhabited. They replied, with 
much apparent concerni that one of the la* 
dies had died a short time after her arrival at 
the kraal, but they understood that thi other 
was living, and bad several children by the' 
diief. •• Where she now is,** said they» 
•• we know not." * 
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AAer receivictg every possible inlbrniation 
on this melancholy subject, we principally 
employed ourselves during the remainder of 
the day, in assisting the nati\e8 to save what- 
ever came on shore from the wreck. They 
sought, with the most persevering diligence, 
for iron^ burning it out of the pieces of 
wood. At night they retired, and we^ 
taking shelter under the sand hills, appointed 
part of our number to watch> while the others , 
tried to repose around a 6re. To sleep^ how- . 
ever, was impossible ; our. bodies were heated] 
on one side by the fire, but chilled in such a 
manner by the cold on thex)ther, as to suffer 
almost insupportable pain. The sand also^ 
driven in prodigious quantities by the winds^* 
filled our eyes, ears, and mouths, as we lay, 
under the banks, and kept us in constant mo- . 
tion : and what added to these ineonvenien- . 
cies, were the apprehensions w)iich we en-, 
tertained respecting the natives. I thought 
that they had,^ in the course of the d^y, re- 
ceived our solicitations for assistance in joqr- 
neying towards the colonies with coolnesi,- 
and did not seem willing to part with us so 
toon. 

Day at length appeared; and the Caffreg^ 
returned in greater numbers. Their chief|^ 
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aware that we were in want of food, brought 
us a bullock, which they imthedtately slaugh- 
tered, by knocking it on the head and running 
•pears Into the sides. ' It was skinned almost 
in a moment, and cut up into lumps, which 
the Caffires placed on the fire, rather to 3inga 
than to roast, and then devoured their respec- 
tive shares with the greatest satisfaction* 
Though the beast was a donation to us, the 
Caffres saw no reason why they should not 
subsequently dispose of the greater part of 
•k ; tbey were hungry, and they knew nothing 
of European forms— The paurch was Wal* 
•lowed as it came warm (\rom the animal. 
. We then proceeded to the shore, whence 
.the l(N(ig-boat was seen at a considerable dv- 
tance. 'Vhe ship was. now dividing very fast* 
and the gale increasing ; many things were, 
.therefore, cast on shore, ^ which the natives 
indefatfgably collected. At the sight of a 
CAsk thrown up my apprehensions were excitr 
'ed, for it contained sixty gallons of rum, 
a. quantity ^lufficient to have intoxicated the 
.whal^ natives present, though they amounted 
jfco at least 4hree hundred. 1 stole to the spc^ 
.where it was, and staved in the head uxkuoir 
ticed. 
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/ 
Tlie Caffkes hjaving ibun^ tjbup ship*s com- 

jpass, delivered it to the cbief» wl>o took it 
to pieces. Afler coi^templfttiog the vi^ri(^ 
parts of which it was fermedi l\e. look out 
the copper ring iu which it waf hMn^g* andy 
suspending i| irom his nfiok, leejmed highly 
pleased with the ^rnameiit. {lecpllectisig 
.that I wore a pair of pf^t^ b)e9*bucl(los9 I 
took them out, andi haying prepared ttro 
4(^p9i I :himg OD^ ^a each of his eanu Thjs 
Pdoonent tbia wa^ don¥l» th^ obief stalked 
about with au air of unoominoa dignity. 
H'lfi people seemed to shew him gtealer rever- 
ence jtkan befpre^ and they were eaoj^oyed 
At ««ne tiflie in 'ga^tDg at tte brilliaaoy of 
tke decorations, aad behoiding Me miyestlc 
'deportment. . 

As this donation gavie m« tt powerftd interest 
with the chief, I availed mysdf of ft, to obtain 
every possible inlbarmasioB nelativt^tothe man. 
ners aad customs of the Caffiree. During my 
c^onversatioa with kirn oa this subject, asost <if 
asy people, and also the natiTes, were employed 
aa the beach. The latteir fteked tip some ar- 
ticles of dress, with which- they were highly 
gratifiedybut they did not knowhow to put thoKi 
on. When I saw a Cafire endeavour to button 
the collar of a shirt behind, I went up and ad« 
justed his dresi. My people did the like ta 
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several others, ami they were so pleased with 
these attentions, that for some time, all was 
dancmg, singing, ahd good humour. 

Their revels being ended, I again addressed 

' the chief on the subject of our departure, re- 
questing him to send a guide with us, through 
the deserts, to the first Christian settlement, 
' and I should not fail to recompense his kind* 
^ess. He paused for a moment, and then very 
coolly replied, that he would gratify my wish* 
es« I begged to know the time that he would 
•utfer us to depart, when he gravely answered, 

^'** When i consider that matter, you shall be 
made acquainted with my determination.** 

These answers, 'I own, alarmed me. The 
countenance of the savage seemed to betray 
some hostile measure lurking in his mind| and 
yet his former conduct was so liberal and hu. 
mane, that I could have no just grounds for 
fuspectihg his integrity. 1 perceived, how- 
ever, the natives eonsuUing together in par- 
-tiesy and we could not, from their gestures^ 
interpret any thing favourable to our wishes. 
What also augmented our uneasiness* was 
their abrupt departure : as the day drew to a 
olosef they, disappeared, leaving us to rest, as 
on the preceding iiJght» under shelter of the 
taiid bills. 



We r^r^ited our fires with gome timber 
from the vrreck, aod then p Uced $i^atinel9 ^» 
before* We were a^ain tormented wi^h 
clouds of $and, and a chilling atmosphere; (for 
June is one of tiie winter momths ia (bft 
icountjy.) The nl^ht passed in consuJiatipns 
and gloomy appreliensions of the futwe, J 
' cautioned my pepple against giving apy .dis« 
pleasure to the natives> but should they, <;o^* 
trary to our ey;pectationSj^ eitber zpake igi 
attack, or try to detain us beyond a ^ertaip 
timei then we should firmly unite, ajid i&iih^r 
force our way or perish^ To this f be p^fftlfi 
fully assented* 

After saurise, we saTv thaC^ffres advanc-. 
log- < Most of tliemb^d laaces in their handa; 
some cacried clubs» fuid ot^rs metQ decorated 
with pstrich feathery The chief 4|rore a leo- 
pard skiu, with Qpy- J^nee-buckiea suspended 
as formerly. They saluted us in a friendljr 
manii^,. and. we acoompanied tbem to tha 
beach, where they vr^Q iodefatigabJy accii-' 
pied in prpc^ing iron. 

Thisday they shewed me h^Mirthfyrlkrowtheir 
lancesy as also ji sbam^figbt ; and t}i« dubf 
biottdlf gave me $pm^. instruction, host tn 
HwQvf a lance, l^pthing passed en itte sub- 
ject of our departure, and the nativfti a^ uau^ 
;;tired dn theappro^h af night* 
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When mofjomg appeared, we irere alitor 
1^^ .in lookieg Qut for the long-boat, bu^ 
Bh» nm npt t^ be seeo. We i)ow began Iq 
.de6>paMr of ever bearing of her again^ iipd ki- 
deed our worst predictieas wene afterwurds 
fulfilled, £oir wa never either tair or beard of 
haf moref 

The4»itn had been up two hours before tbe 
Coffk'ee arrived. As lUtte was* now to te pro- 
oivrad ftipm the wreck, I begged the chief Co 
inlbnii me if be h%d appointed a guide lisur sn, 
as I next day propof 6d taking my depan^)fe. 
** I shall furnish you with two," said he,; and 
the frankness x>f this <ledlarataea| at (^ico re- 
lieved my mind of all suspicion. 

Desirous of having the tiotrentot interpr^- 
ter to accompany u$ throuofh the deserts,! la- 
timated to the qhief, how much his services 
would contribute to our advantage. Thehd- 
nv.«t savage had ahliclpaiad xny wishes; he 
liad previously mentioned it to the Hotteiitot^ 
who consented to proceed with us to .the first 
Christian farm. Anotiier of the ttibe, wlio 
was better acquainted with fhe country, had 
likewise agreed to b& of the party, and tlfc; 
information being communicated to my peo* . 
pie, guvc uaiversal joy and satisfaction. 

After 'assuring the chief, and the Cafires tn 
general, of say unalterable friendship, aad ^^^ 
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«ur' -ftri^es should be regarded to the extent 
^ df their : wishes, I told him ve bad endured 
* great distresf Tor want of water, and beg- 
ged to know where some could vbe procured* 
<* I will conduct you," he replied, *' to a spring 

* .4»f excellent water^wi^ich is not far A^om this 

place^ and, if you think proper, we will pro- 
.<ieed directly tothci spot/*. No soon^had 
be aaid so, than we set out, the Caffires singing 
1 and dancing as we advancedt and my people, 
tboagb not void of suapiciori in tolerable 
ipirits. 

. Having travelled about four miles through 
-a.deligbtiiiljcojintry, we at last came to a wood 
in the center of which was.a hollow. The 
.Qaffies descended first, and when we all arrived 
al the bottopi the chiel pointed to a brook, from 
, . . wJUQh w^ drank, and found tlie watf r excelent. 
But on looking around, when our thirst was 
alUtyedy our fears were again excited by the 
dismal apjpearance of the place ; and most (^ 
the people conceived that the purpose of the 
natives in brtoging them here. Was a gene- 
ral massacire ; I succeeded, however, in dig* 

• pcJing their apprehcnsrons. 

The natives advised us to remain in our 
presei^t situation (or the night, and wc kindled 
, a comtortable fire, IBui as the night advanced ' 
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they did not retirt as usual to their 1 
which became a fresh Source of alarm t( 
nieo .; and although I again exerted myse 
quiet their uneasiness, I confess there 
peared to me to be some ground for it, 
watch was set, and we guarded against 
worst ; but the Caffres huddling together, 
soon lost iu i^leep ; and the pJaoe though 
mal in appearance, afforded us better sh 
than we h^d been accustomed to. 

As the sun appeared, we were roused b; 

savages^ and went qb in tolerable spirits: 

we had ppnsif med ibe last pound of our bu 

before leaviag the sand hills, and we. beg! 

dre^d approaching famine* The chicfi 

hearing this, promised to relieve u^ i and ; 

jpuriieying a few nul.es, and reaching the] 

vrheta it. was necessary to rest for the n 

lie ^^ente4 us with another bu.lloc)^^ It 

soon dispatched, skinned, and cut into p 

^f about four pounds each, which we dr 

^f^ provisiQns for our travels. . . 

This ni^^X passed with less, apprehei 

4lian the former, and in the morning we 

pared for ♦ur departure. The natives 

about i^si, aiisisfcing in dividing tl^p^ovi 

.each »an was to cawy his own stock, ea 

iBg to about three or four pounds of bee 
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A few biscuits wliicii had been saved from the 
wreck. 

The Caffres, so far from indicating any hos* 
tility,, seemed to view our preparations with 
regret. I took the chief by the hand» and 
thanked him for his great and friendly Utten- 
tions to me and my crew ; assuring him at the 
same time« if I survived the journey, that It 
should be ever my first consideration to render 
him and his people some essential service. He 
thanked me, and^then requested that I would 
tell the colonists our slap was lost at sea, and 
80 distant from the land, that no part > of her 
could possibly reach the shore.' Likewise, he 
desired mctb put the utmost confidence in my 
guides; as they would certainly direct me 
ibr the best. Afler my people and the natives 
had exchanged .some mutual civilitie*, we 

•parted, and gave one 4nothtr a last andaffec* 
tic Date adieu. . 

• The natives, to whom we are indebted for 
this humane and liberal treatment, amidst our 
niisfortunea, are a Caf&e tribe ^)ied Tarn** 
1>ouch1s, or Tarobuckees,. they have been de« 
aeribed as the tnost ferocious, vindictive, and 

> 9 

.-detesubie disss of beingf that inhabit the vast 
territory of Caflfraria; but the purpose- of tiiia 
tiroeieus calumny, is to screen the enorsii* 
;ies perpetrated by the Dutch colonists. 
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When the natives incensed, at the unprq- 
Yoked aggressions of the colonists, kill a \vhit« 
man in retaliation, intelligence was always 
carefully conveyed to the seat of government 
at the Cape. The poor savages were described 
as a herd of wolves prowling through the 
country, and carrying devastation before 
them. This was an excuse for the Dutch far* 
mei:s to assemble, to penetrate into the coun-i 
try of those they Ctilled their enemies,, and 
massacre entire, hoards, without distinction 
even of sex or age. Their object was to get 
possession 6f the cattle, whole herds of which 
they drove away, and then lay in wait, until 
they heard of more within their reach, when, 
a similar depredation wai -r^eated. But let 
me now relate an anecdote ttiat 0(^curred in> 
,the course of our journey. 

One of eur guides suddenly called out to 
the party to halt. <' Now^'' said be to me» 
on enquiring th^ reason ot it, '* look atten* 
lively on the spot where you stand ; it is «n 
uafortonate place, but worthy of your com'!-" 
deration/' Seeing nothing remaHkable» I ask. 
ed for an hxplanalion. ^* On this spot,"' con. 
tinned the savage, ** two of my countrymen 
wofe a* faff years since emf^loyed in tending 
their tattle ; at that time we enjoyed a piio* 



found peace with the colonists, and harboured 
no suspicion of their intending to injuri tu. 
In a momenfy however, our two countrymen 
were fired upon from yonder thicket ; one fell 
dead on the spot, the other^ being on^y wound* 
^d, was so fortunate as to make his escapi?— « 
Tlie lettfers then took possecsion of onr cat« 
tie, and drove them liome to their Oarms. !&• 
telligence of this murder and robbery was aoon 
conveyed through the hords^ and occasioned 
die fa»t war between the bolonista and Caf- 
ires* 

The poor iavag^ told Mn f toty with to ntich 
ttAtng atod fthnpiiefityt that tb)^re itottd be .lit- 
tle deubl «fvbiB«iii0eriCy. On beiiig: efeked, 
whether all d« wieniett wereef Ae tame odi* 
COM diipetltion» he anewered, " 1 hope not." 
Andy in truth, there are niany, who held the 
general 'conduct of their Mjett neighbouie ia 
the utmost abhorrence. 

Ouf two guides also! explained the reasoi^v, 
why the Cefires had detained us so long. 
When they had consulted together resp^Rting 
our departure, it was resolved not to su&r 
us to proceed uatO they juHLgot every tbiqg. 
from Ae wreck. Tbey ceneeived that <ire' 
would infbmn die'colonista ef' oi^'niislbiCr 
tme^ mad that notwitbietandtng' they had i^ 
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* rigbt to pass fish River, they would come in 
search of plunder, which actually happened, as 
I afterwards tinderstood. On that occasion , 
the Caffires assembled in considerable numbers^ 
and, in a menacing tone, desired to know <<how 
they dared to pass Fish River," which is their 
boundary. The colonists acquiesced in the 
alleged restrictioui and, with brass, and other 
trinkets, which perfectly satisfied them, pur« 
chased permission to remain. 

The country, near the place of our ship- 
wreck, was finely wooded, almost as" far as 
the eye could reach ; and considering the sea« 
, soq, iii(hich was winter, produced a most abund- 
ant vegetation* The cattle appekred.ii) such 
numbers as to baffle calculation, and they were 
equal Ji\ condition to the best fed oxen of 
Great Britain. We saw no gheep, nor could 
we observe the smallest traces of agricultural 
operations. The surrounding country was of 
immense extent, yet bounded by mountains, 
which seemed to contain the source of numer-^ 
ous rivulets, gliding through the plain in va- 
rious'directions. The tree mimosa was native 
to the soil, and the woods were so beautifully 
interspersed, as to give the land alT'fiJe appear- 
ance of a plantation originally designcd| and 
afterwards perfected by art and labour. 
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On tbe inorDing of the 23d of June» we de- 
parted, after the sun was well up. Our guides 
were intelligent, and explained to us, that we 
could on no account trjiveJ early, as the wild 
beasts constantly rise with the sun, and then 
range the deserts in quest of *heir prey. Not- 
withstanding the salutary caution, and, al- 
though we were all unarmed, the people he* 
•ame impatient to advance, but the ^uidef 
would not move frp.m the fires until about 
nine o'clock. 

, We bore' to the westward, for the purpose 
of obtaining fresli water, and struck into the 
interior, as towards the coast it was generally 
brackish. The country through which we 
travelledi n as beautifully varied«with hills and 
valleys, and extensive plains finely watered^ 
but less wooded than formerly. Having pro- 
ceeded nearly thirty-five miles, we wislied to 
rest for the nighi, beside a hrook at the cor- 
ner of a wood., Our guides told us that the 
jdace was the haunt of leopards, and if tliey 
scented the party, nothing could prevent them 
from destroyihg sotno of us. We enlarged 
our fire, and began to consult on the most 
Ujkely means of security ; but scarci^ly had the, 
conversation regarding it^bcgun, when the 
mvr^ powerful infiueiiee«f skep o>ercameou( 



apprehensions, ami we reposed in quiet until 
morning. 

But no sooner was the sun risen, than we 
were all roused by the tremendous roaring o^ 
lions. Had th^ discovered us wbeni asleep^ 
we should inevitably bare been torn topieces^ 
and we now thought of our lucky escape. 

We lost a considerable portion of this day 
gearching for watery a small stream of which 
We discovered^oward^ sun* set, near the skirts 
of ' a forest ; and as w% had travelled about 
thirty miles, we determined to rest there for 
thie night. Through the day, we had observ- 
ed frequent traces of the elephant and rhinoh> 
cero8» and this night, our situation was equally 
dangerous as during the one preceding. But 
when day appeared, we had the satisfaction 
to find,' that no one was missing of the party. 

At noon we came up with a horde of Caf* 
fresy that were distinguished by their own 
counjttymen as a bad tribe. At first we spoke 
to some CaffVe women, wf)o behaved* kindly, 
and gave us milk in one or two baskets, made 
of twigs, woven so closely together, as to hold 
water. Proceeding but a short way farther, 
we were stopped by twelve Cafire men, armed 
with spears, and clothed in leopard skins.^ , 
Our guide» alarmed by their appearance^ ded 
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to the banka bt the Great Fish Rhrer; 
which was within two hundred yards of tbtf 
place ^ where we stood. Though we repeat- 
edly called io them to return, they immedi- 
ately crossed the bed of the river, which was 
dry, anti having reached the opposite bank^ 
ascendefi an adjoining mountain with the ut«! 
most precipitation.  

The ^savages brandished their spears, and 
used menacing gestures. We could not un- 
derstand what they said, but determined to 
part neither with our clothes nor our provi* 
aions, if these were what they desind. A 
Caffre attempted to snatch a knife, which one 
of my people had slung over his shoulder-— 
This the owner resisting, he lost his hold of 
it, which so enraged the savage, that he raised 
his lance apparently to kill the man. ' While 
•tanding thus, he presented a picture truly 
dreadfuL He wore a leopard's skin ; his black 
visage was bedaubed witli red ochre ;' his eyei 
Inftamed with rage, seemfid starting from their 
sockets; hie mouth wide open, and his teeth 
gnashing. But he was diverted from his pur- 
pose, and dropped his laAce $ when we in- 
stantly crossed the river hi pursuit of' our 
guides, who expres9|ed the highest satisfaction 
at our escape. They assured usi that if the 
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rpst of iheiT irihe havl not beeniiunting> wlien 
we got io tMe t'ish River, not ft inKA 0f u« 
would have survived, and described tlr^Sd jyeo-* 
pje as the most wicked hord^ of alt Caffiraria. 

In desdendingthe mountaioy th^ beattttful 
prospect made lis forget qHt danger. The 
cdiihtr^ was of a pieasing inequality of stiN 
face. With clumps of the jpciilnosa on tfa^ rf<* 
sing groupds, and shrti^ of various descrip- 
tions; A thousand tivulets seemed to #ihd 
through the plains,, and innumerable hetds of 
tattle were scouring over them, or pa^turiAg 
on ^he herbage, and drinking at the streams-. 
As far ^aa the sight could extend, it wa^ gratis 
fied by new beauties^ until the inore distant 
objects gradually faded from otir view, and 
were lost in the jhprlibon* 

Before the close of the day, ire inade • 
kin.d of bai'ricade, as a defence against witd^ 
ftniislals, anfd having lighted fifes, lay do^n to, 
rest. But pur sleep was constantly disturbed 
through the night, by a herd of elephants 
brusbing through a neighbouring wood, past- 
ing and returning alinost ' every moment. 
Had it not been for the enclosure, we should^ 
in all probability, have been trampled to death 
by those monstrous, animals. 

i3 



I5«r 

Precteding^n theAoroingi we travelled 
through a delightful country. Id the <;oiirM 
of tfie day, we foil In with a few deserted 
huts, and entered one of them. We paid se* 
vereTy for our curiosity, being lu a moment 
completely cp f ered over with fleaa- At oigfai 
we had travelled about thirty five milesi and I 
was alarmed to find, that liiany of the party 
made grierons complaints of sore feet. At 
the beginning, tliere were on|y four pair of 
shoes among the whole of us. 

We^set out at aeven next moraing» bu( 
many dropped behind In the course of the 
day, helj^g almost worn out with fatigue. In 
these circuttMtances, t thought It incumbept 
on those who were able, In which number I 
was myself, to hasten forward, and provide 
anjace' where woodland water could be ob* 
tainefl. We remained the following rooming 
until sun-rise, but none of the people came 
up. TIi^ guides told us that we should reach 
a Christian settlement during the day, which 
we did, but unfortunately found it deserted. 

The situation' of the absent people kept us 
awake during the ensuing night ; the only 
consideration among the men was the fate of 
their messmates, whom they despaired ef 
iyer again beholding. They bad been left in 
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a plaoe frequented by ferocious beasts of prey^ 
and were also ip danger from the Bosliishmen* 
who infest the same quarter, and destroy the 
objects of their vengeance with poisoned ar* 
rows« 

We remained an hour a^er sunrise the foU 
lowing morning; but of sixty, comprising 
the party when we iefl the beach, thirty-six 
had been obliged to drop behind. We were 
encouraged, however, with assurances fronl 
our guides, of the vicinity of an inhabited 
settlement, the last having been destroyed by 
the Caffresj during their war with the Colo- 
nists. Travelling three hours without a jingle 
halt, one of the guides joyfully exclaimed, 
<( I see a Hottentot attending a flock of 
sheep." We all hastened to the place where 
he stood^ and observed him, at a considerable ' 
distance, tending a flock of at least four 

thousand. The shepherd, at lirst, seemed 
alarmed at the approach of so many of us, aU 
in a body ; but perceiving that we were 
mostly whites, and unarmed, he stopped until 
we came up. 1 requested him to direct us 
the nearest way to the 6rst settlement, uliich 
hie did, at the same time saying, it was three 
hours journ^ distant. 

It is impossible to describe the joy of the 
party at this information ; the chief obiect 
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was who should be first. ^ At length we came 
in sight of ^a fArnn belonging to Jan^u 
Pliesies* who fortunately was a settler of 
the best character. He bad be^n bora in 
Holland, but for many years bad resided in 
Afiica, and was a man of humane and gener- 
ous principles. He was himself about sixty 
years old, and his family consisted of five or 
sin sons, and their wives and childreni toge« 
tlier with a daughter, making in the whole» 
nearly twenty people. His stock, however, 
Iras uot less than twelve thousand sheep, 
and one thousand oxen. The cottage in 
which he dwelt was formed of clay, thatdied 
with a kind of reed, and furnished with a few 
stools, a table, andsone kitchen utensils. 

On hearing* the history of our disaster, and 
our requests for relief to those left behind, his 
countenance betrayed evident marks of sensi* 
bility . He said no time should be lost in send- 
ing to their assistance, and immediately di- 
rected two of bis sons to harness eight oxen 
to a waggon, with injun^ctions to travel all 
night to the spot that the guides described. 

This sequestered habitation was nearly sur- 
rounded by trees, on which were hung to <)ry> 
the skins of lions, tigers, panthers, and other 
ferocious animalsi^ kUled in the vicinity of it. 
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I al90 observed^ b'!ng uear the door, tbe earn 
CA««e8 of two enoriDous creatures^ appsiremtly 
recently destrbyed- Thefce, the colonist told 
me, weretw« rbinocf roses, killed bui. the day 
before, by his sons, oq their own land. Ac- , 
CjOrding to his inforinatien^ the rhinoceros is 
more to be dreaded than any other animal of 
$he deserts ; eyen the Hon will £y before him^ 
of which, he said, he had a proof, about two 
years precc^ding. Traversing hii^ grounds, in . 
the morning, he observed a lion enter a thick* 
,et, half a mile from the place where he stood* 
In a few mjnutes.after, he saw a second, thei^ 
a third, and next a fourth; they seemed lei- 
aiarely following- each other ; and in less than 
an hoar, be counted nine, that enter.ed the 
same wpoda. Never having witnessed so many 
#f the same species collected togethen^ hewaa > 
desirous to know th^ cause of it ; he there* 
fore concealed himself. But waiting more 
(than an hour, without either seeing any o£ 
them, or hearing any noise from the quarter 
where thev. lay, he began to despair of having 
]^ Quriosity gratified. At length a rhinoce- 
ros, of uncommon n»agnitude, approached the 
wood* He stood motionless for about five 
mi^atea, when he arrived at a short distance 
from th< thicket, then tossed up his nose, and 
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at )ft9t fcented the animtlt lying in coneetl* 
taeiit. In an instant he darted* into the woxii, 
and wHhin fire minutes altervrards* all the 
lions scampered away in difierenf directions^ 
aeemingly in the greatest terror. 'Tiie rlitfto*> 
ceros beat about the wood a considerable 
tf me» in saardi of his enemies, but iindiii|^ 
none; at last brolce cover, and aj^cfared on 
the plain. Then looking around hitii» he 
furiously tore up the earth. The farmer re«^' 
mained quietly in iris retreat, until the animal 
dtsapppared, and then returned home. 
' Next morning, during'breakfast on a sheep, 
we obtained some interesting -fnfarmation re* 
specting this part of the country, and tlie re« 
strictions on thecblonists'by ^heDutch go^rn* 

ment at the Cape. ** I have lead i>r^,'* said 
Jan du Piiesies, *f on my own farm, so near 
the surface, that we can scrape it up Wkli otir 
hands, yet we dare not touch it : vreTe wt 
known to melt, or use a single pound* of it, 
we should be all transported to Batavia for 
life.*' 

Our benefactor sent messengers to hia 
friends, desiring their assistance in cohveyjog 
us to the Cape. Several came, and4>ehaveil 
with the greatest tenderness and liberaKty, 
even offering accommodation in their owa 



153 



houses, until thi^ crew should foe sufHcientljir 
recovered for the journey, when they promised 
to take the first opportunity of conducting 
them thither. 

Meantime, we were interrupted with Intel- 
Hgence of the Waggon being in sight ; and I 
bad the pleasure of seeing tweiity-three of mj 
people, diiefly Lascars, arrive in it* They 
wei'e found near a woodi BXkd had given up 
all hopes of relief. The .preceding day, th^- 
teen of their companions had separated from 
thetn, and it could not be known whither they 
had strayed* These I never saw again, but 
after my iirrival in Europe, I understood that 
ail had got \n safety to the Cape, though not 
without Enduring great hardships. 

My next cotisideration was how to reward 
eur guides, which, for' some ^ime, gave ma 
great uneasiness. Atlength, however, apiece 
of very es^traordinary in^fbrmiiition relieved 
me from this embftrrassmeht. Qne of the peo- 
ple infbrmed me, that a siailpr had possessed 
himself of a dozen of my table-spoons, and 
likewise several tea-spoons, before quitting 
the wreck, all of which he had ;io walkout him. 
I immediately went up to the man, and de- 
manded my property, which he returned with- 
out a moment's hesitation, giving me to un- 
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der&tand at the same time, that be intended 
f estoring them when we arrived at tif e Cape. — 
I gave four or five pf the largest to the farmer* 
who, in return, delivered two oxen of extra- . 
ordinary size^o me, and the like number of 
si^ep* . I preseated these animals to our 
^uid^Sji as the reward of their fi4ellty« l^hey 
thanked me heanl'y, and then set out on their 
return tp the fertile and delightful plains of 
Caffraria. 

, Qur benevoleot host now provided us with 
a vfaggon and two se.ts of oxen, eight in .ea.ch 
set, two or three Hoftentot drivers, and pro- 
visions to serve until reaching the next settle- 
jBient. , One of his sons» completely armed, 
also attended us ; .and he besides, gave us a 
recommendatory letter to the other settlers. 

We took our. departure, being forty-seven 
in :pumb^r,. from t^e hospitable dwejlingof 
;J[an da Pliesies, and aftev^rfivelling tl4rty*five 
tailf s. reached another farm towards the close 
of day. We, remained there during the nigh|> 
and on leaving it next day, Cornelius Engle- 
brooks, the owner, who had shewn us equal 
hospitality, insisted on our acceptance of nifie 
sheep. He lamjcnted that he could not give 
us a morsel of hre^d, *' We livC)". said he, 
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<* the year • rovaadf 4MiAy m ' nrnfton bhA 
gmoe, but seldmn et^o^y tb^luiuryof a \o9i^'^ 
• . Dortng Uie four or ftv« t fieeeeding dayt, wa 
t^8ii»Hed on from houaeto hotiBe» ailu«tetlge<' 
aerally about fifteen or sixieen hours jour* 
ney distant from each other, and at all w«' 
were receiTed whh the kindest hospitality. In 
tbe£delity of my reoltal, I am bound t<> say 
so, beoiuse the colonists haveir without dit* 
tinc^ion» been freqitsnitfy rf presented as fera« 
cidusf'obbers^carcelyte be lestrai^ed. within 
any bounds. Thongh.mosief them may n«ri| 
such a charaoter, it was my good feetuoe to 
lisiU inwith«.deserving^kM6, whose reputation 
4mght carefully to be preserved firom oppro'^ 
brium^ • , 

. In the coarse. ef set^eral' dUm travel, we 
•oould get but little bread, and not much wa- 
ter. The coun^ea through w|iith we passed, 
.were 'alternately.- hU ao4 -dale, and afforded 
the most romantic prospects* -We often saw 
' vast numbcfs ,of woHf^y and sufh drovet df* 
the deiBr, cidled ^rhg^buckf that.tbey could 
•not -aontain fewer thikn from twelve to four- 
teen thousand • Indeedf many:^ of the settlers 
informed me, theit it was no uncommon thing 
to. kill three tit. « single shor«. We Hkchirise 
saw great quantities. of Guinea-fowl, which, 
after a shower of rain, are easily caught by 
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asty urith a bouitifolijr ^triped ^kin, bjecm- 
SMtt in >theie renote coloiues •; iani IMve re> 
p«|tedly laen fimff voslrioh^ togedier, inUcti 

did «ot secih «iudi alMin$d attbt ftppe^voikcc 
0f dor caravan. 

JM^y plao^s w«ve poCated out to as aollio 
||artfoular>hattttt§of #ildl>ta«ta; biitj ilioiigfa 
treme&diHiy to a Eufopeaa, tiioy are t€M for- 
inidab^^fhttnaBoflhURitiaotoaHolteiitol. I 
iMdbear^^maoh of thcdio aaragepeople, that 
i was partiottiarly doflfaroos to «ee one of their 
iribe^ and luekiljr my euriosi^ was gratified. 

A opIoRHH, at a4ioae house m% sojourned 
^ .t)ie •night, liad BMinyyeaiy •before fbughc 
against a party of Boshishmen, sei^eral of 
whoiiii^e4il2ed. :AniafiiQt» sviboseBiother. 
f robabiyiaiso sttA»Bd» was, netertheless pre* 
served, and Jafcen bosne to liierhouse 4)f the 
eotoaist, where lie was brought op. When! 
saw hlaii he was abopt twenty«<lvo yearl old, 
but not more tfaan^four ftet tw^-inehes in sta- 
ttt«e« His nose^was np/i^ prominent foiture, 
bmimerejy' a piece ot.iskia that Jisy flat over 
the noslriis;^ apd although nis audcewas ath* 
leticr QO antek)pe could i>e more alert, or 
agite in tt# motions. When, the nuaabers of 
the- Beshistwien are safici^ntly strongs they 
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attack and trill the Hottentots and l&Bret 
whtrevier iliey tan find them, aad>dM:C(d0« 
nku hunts the ^sbisfamen as tlney 4o wiM 
beasts I they never obtain quaiiar. ^Thsia sai* 
vages use a bow t^ofe^tiMid a half lobg ^/aad 
arrows about four inehes Sborter, fAAdkvt 
dipped in sudi a deadly pofson^ tfcat,aceor^ 
iag t6 Hhe common opinlooi iC_^bafles«l]>hti« 
manremedy. 

Trotreedinj' through a j^Hiiaa) vaH^, 4hree 
mil^sin ifen^tfi, otireoiiductorstdid usit^waa 
called Boshishmaifs' Path; and the whole 
waiy they he^d their muskets presented, as if 
gomg'to fire hi some particular object. Thick 
brtish-Wood covered the sides of the hiHi^ 
except wlil&re rocks appeared;- and in tha-se- 
friuded cavities, formed by these masses,, lay 
whole iiordes of thesb extraordinary peaph. 
Our conductors oonstanilywaractf us to4>e )0ft 
our guard, as ' tliey ' knew the Boshishmen 
Were there, and looidng at as, tbougli> we 
did not perceive them. Unquestionably they 
were present, but most likely deterred'by eur 
Aumbcrs fVoni attacking 'u9. These people 
live by pltmder, and en the fruit of a simftU 
tree, wi^ich is called Boshishmans bredd. 
They ar^ eonsidwtcd almost a distinct race of 
mankind. 
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• ^ fWli Om eigliCh to Ae sixt^seDth of Julj^ 
our j«traej.wtA nol interrupud by any dts* 
tgreeible'oectirronce; the coaotry throtigh 
whith we patted, jootttidiMd to ditdoteoev 
beaolaet ; and Jtt we'travel»ed the.riclL valet, 
AteiHidinig in fragrant herbti I was oc(;»$ion- 
aUfr amuaedby the observations of the tailors* 
Oiietaidhe would build a bouse on tucba 
tpot, when he bad made a fortune, andgvren 
up Ibe pea; but a different situation was^pre^ 
ferre4j^J 'Another, ^bo declared it ahotild be 
bis residence, and that he would bring hit 
wife apd iajtnily to live there. A third cliote 
tome more delightful spot* and thut We be* 
gailfd tbe time at weadv^c^ oiTourway. 
. Jkbout t|i^ foi^i^^entb of July, we .reached 
%hp settlement, of apf old blind man, who wa^ 
iitf^afeeted at the a<:#ount of our disaster* that 
JUie burst int^ tear;i* After supper, be said he 
"jtrouldoelebratefour meeting with aso^g, and 
iiomsdiately commenced with a voice of tfaujoi* 
4er* A general shout of q>pIattBe succeeded. 
** Now Captain,*' saidhe» addressing me, **1 
have a favour to ask of you-*pray desire all 
ypur people to sing," It was imp^sible to 
avoid laughing at to whimsical a request^? 
".but I desired an Amerieaa sailor beside mp. 
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^'sing one of UU test son^s. Hto had no 
spooer Jbeguni than all the Lasioar^ accom* 
panied him, and they were speedily joined 
by the Siredes, Portuguese, Dutchmen, and 
(he whole crew, in their several languages, 
altogether forming such a qoncertas^ I believe^ 
was nerer heard before. Qur.hostf however* 
was so much entertained with their music, 
that he almost dropped from his seat in a fit 
of lai^hter. 

On the twenty second we reached Zwel}- 
ingdam, and experienced a ho^pitiaUe recep*' 
tion from the chief roan, who prerides over 
a settlement of sixteen, or eighteen booses. 
Next morning he gave me a recommendatory 
letter to General Craig, commander-in-chief 
at the Cape, and as the General was his friend^ 
be requested him to iio me every service in 
his power, which he should consider as ao 
obligation conferred on himself. 

I remained two days, with the liberal and 
benevolent oWner of Helter Busk, the next 
settlement kt which we rested, and departed 
on the morning of the'SOtb. Our journey 
was but short, as we arrived the same evening 
at the Cape of Good Hope ; and although I 
was emiactated in body, I was^ ntvertbeless^ 
In tolerable health. ' 
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The QtAy tBi&g now wanted to complete 
my satitfaetioB, was the arrival of my peoplei 
who crept tlowly after me. Every painful 
reflection however subsided when I considered 
that a Briti^ Officer had the command at the 
Cape, i had a letter to General Craig ; but» 
Independant of this» I conceived that the 
situation of my surviving crew could not fi^ 
to awti^k'en the feelings of humanity, which 
I knew to be a predominant virtue in a British 
soldier. 

The General, Indeed, did not assist me 
himself but referred me to Admiral Elpliin^ 
stone, (Lord Keith. } He received me with 
every mark of tenderness and commiseration, 
,apd assured me, that as my people arrived aJt the 
Cape,they should be accommodated,until they 
go.t ,pppprtuQities .to ship the^elves for their 
respective destinations. His promises were 
not Qkade and forgotten. During six wei^ks 
that I ne^mainedi ajiout thirty of' t)ie people, 
chiefly Lascars, arrived in a state of absolute 
Qak)5t4nes9. The brave apd generous Admiral 
inijAiedi^tely gav^ direpMpns for thetir relief^ 
and'afterwards sent them to Cape-Town, to 
join one g( the Ep^ ^;^dia Cooip^ny's extra* 
bhtpg, bound to Beogal. 
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In mj second visit to this respebtable oili* 
«er, he interEi)gafiefl-me concttning tie co« 
lonists, and I rejoiced at having an opportu- 
nity to gratify his curiosity. He left no 
branch, whi^h he thought Biioefl^acy fo^: h|i 
information, untouched, and the observations 
which he made, disclosed a comprehensive 
and penetrating mind. After receiving a list 
of the persons who^Ja the course of my tra- 
irels, had treated V)P^ith,9p usi^ch kindness, 
he emphatitally^s&id, <' i wiH ofder presents 
to the amount of. /u)faJt)jmdred pounds ster* 
ling, ' to be sent to these honest people, as a 
Veward for tlieir hutnanUy." 

1 look my departure from the Cape ki ^ht 
ahip Saint Cecilia, Captain Palmer, and ar« 
rived at CrookbaveHy in Ireland, about tlie 
mddieof Kovemb^r^ 1726. WesetaailM 
England in a feiv days afterir.ards, and u^^i 
made a spoedy passage^ IsoonlbiuM taymlt 
onoa mtire in London; 
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Wfrnderful Escape 
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fiVFfeSCTS 4>F A STORM, 

aOtJHNMlt OVEH TBS jtHOiEif SS^ 



IiAfiRADOR it ft^n of North ;Aiiieric% 
HFhcre the (^iimnte u«o exoctsively cold durfng 
the wioteri tfa^t wine becmnes frosen inio m 
fiolid mats, end tde verj breeth fells oe Uie 
hleAfcete <if e bed in the fimn of e hoar frt»lt 
It i« inbfthited by e people ce)Ied the Eiqui* 
laeiiXt whoee mwA mode of trevelling U on 
ft]edges, drami by dogs on the ii^e ) thUpom^ 
tiroes proves a Very perilous undertaking.--^ 
The following is an interesting account of 
such an expedition, given by an Englishman 
who had emigrated to America. 
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Having occasion to tisit Olckak, about 150 
English miles distant from Naini my friend 
Samuel and I, with three other men, a women 



^D Efe^uimaux Sledge. 
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and a child, Tdft NfflHi oh tiie lltii of March^ 
1783, darly m the morBing, with very clear 
wefftrir, Uie atars shining with uncomimon 
lustre. Owe eontptny were in two sledges : 
An Esquimaux pledge Is drawn by a species of 
dog, Mi aillike a wolf in shape. Like then* 
they never barky but howl disagreeably. They 
are kept by the Bsquimaux in great packs or 
teaftis, in proportion to th^ affluence of their 
mittter. they quietly submil to be harnessed 
for theit work, and are treated with little 
ixief cy ^y the Esquimaux, who make them do 
hmtd duty for the small quantity of food they 
aUow them. This consists chiefly of offal, 
old skins, ontl^ails, such parts of whale* flesh 
jis ihre unfit for other u^e, &c. &c. and if they 
are not provided with this kind of dog*s meat, 
they suffer them to go and seek dead fish and 
muscles upon the beach. 

WKen pinched wich hunger, t^ey will 
•wallow almost any thing, and on a journey 
,k is necessary to secure the harness within the 
snow-hoiise over night, lest by devouring ir^ 
they should render it impossible to proceed 
in the morning. When the travellers arrivn* 
at their night quarters, and the dogs are unharr 
nessed, they are left to burrow in the snow, 
where they plea^e^ and in th^ mprnino^ ara 
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tSite id torn Ht ihtk driver's eall, when tbey 
rtfcfefve some food . TKeif strength and speed, 
e>rcn wieh a hungry Ktom^cb, are astODishmg. 
th fiueetiirfg them M ih» ileige, care is taken 
tfot to let them go abreast. They are tied by 
sejfarate thongs, ofune^ilatfeWgth, toahotN 
zontal bar fh the fdre-jiaf t of th^stedge; an 
dd tnowhtg-onelesidsthii wiy, running 16 
dr 20 pace^a hi^ad, dlf€6t4d by Ae driver's 
itftfj), iH*ieh btff great I^figth, arid can be 
Wdl managed bftly bjr ah Esquimaux. The 
othsr dogs follow^ Me k flock df sheep. If one 
of them receiires a lash, he generally bitei^ 
his j^ighbdur, ahd the bite goc3 round. 

But to feturh 16 our expedition ; we were 
al! in good spirits, and appearances being in 
bur favour, we hoped to reach Okkak in 
safety in two or three days. The track over 
the frozen sea* was in the best possible order, 
ahd we went with ease at the fate of nix or 
seven miles an hour. After we had passed 
the islands in the bay of Nain, we kept at a 
considerable distance from the coast j both to 
gain the smoothest part of the ice, and to wea- 
ther the high promontory of Kijglapeit.— 
About 8 o'clock w^ met a sledge with l^qviU 

r 

• The Sea in ih^ c^trff ii Jfozeik over in w.JiArc* 
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maux turning b from the aea« Afterlbeusoal. 
salutation, the Esquimaux alighting» held 
eome conversation, as is their genera) practice^ 
the result of which w^, that some hints were 
tbiilown out bjr tiie strange-Esquimaux, that it 
^ould be better to return. However, as we 
saw too reason whatever for it, and only sus- 
pected that the Esquimaux wished to enjoy tt e 
company of their friends a little ^longer, we 
proceeded. Afl;er some time, the Esquimaux 
who drove the sledges, ^intpd that there was a 
graumf sxnell* under the ice. it was hardly 
perceptible, except on lying down and apply-^ 
ing the ear close to the ice, when a hollow 
disagreeable grating and roarbg noise was 
lieard, Qs if ascending from the abyss. The , 
weather remained clear, except towards the 
]^t, where a bank of light clouds appeared, 
interspersed with some dark streaks^ But 
the wind being strong from the Norths West, 
nothing less than a sudden change of weather 
was expected.' The sun had now reached its . 
height,, and tl)ere was as yet little or no alter- 

fitit»n in the appearance of the sky. But the 

• ••>.. . • .^ 

• A ground sxvdl U a motion of the sea under 'ihe Jro^ 
spt part' of ity whkh cdn ^^ sasily licdrd hy those who 
^a«d mi the kc, • '' \ 
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motion of the sea, under the ice^ had grown * 
more perceptible, so as rather to alafm us; 
•nd we began to think it prudent to keep 
close to the shores The ice had cracks and 
largo openings in many places, some of which 
formed chasms of one or two feet wide, ^ but 
as they are not uncommon even in its bes( 
atate, and the dogs easily leap over them, 
the sledge following without danger, they 
are terrible only to new comers. 

As soon as the sun declined towards the 
West, the wind increased and rose to a storm : 
the bank of clouds from the East be^an to as- 
cend, and the dark streaks to put themselves 
in motion against the wind. The snow was 
violently driven about by partial whirlwinds, 
both on the ice, and from off the peaks of the 
high mountains, and filled the air. At th6 
same time, the ground swell had increased so 
much, that its effects upon the ice became very 
extraordinary and alarming. The sledges, 
instead of gliding along smoothly upon an 
evep surface, sometimes ran with violence 
after the dogs, and shortly after seemed with 
difficulty to ascend the rising hilf, for the elas- 
ticity of Ibo vast a body of ice, of many leagues 
square, supported by a troi^bled gea, though 
in some places three or four yards b thicknesSi 

K 
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would ia some degree occaaioa a wiTiog ^o« 
^icin, not unlike that of a sheet of paper ao- 
commodating itself to the surface of a rip- 
pling stream. I^oises were bow likewise dis^ 
dnctly heard in many directiom> like the 
report of cannon, owing to the bursting of the 
ice at some distance* 

The Esquimaux therefore drove with idl 
haste towards the shore> inteading to take up 
their night-quarters on |ho south side of the 
Kivak i , but as it plainly appea^edi that the ice 
would break and disperse in the open sea, oee 
of the Esquimaux advised to push forward tao 
the north of the Nivak, from whence be hoped 
the ice to Okkak might still remain entire. 
'To this proposal we all agreed, but when the 
Medges approached the coast, the prospect 
before us was truly terrific* The ice having 
broken loo^e from the rocks, was forced up 
and dawn, dasbir^g and breaking into a thou- 
sand pieces against thi^ precipices, with a tre« 
niendous noisQ, which, added to the raging 
of the wind, and thd snow drifting about in 
the air, deprived us almost of the power of 
seeing any thing distinctly* 

To make the land at any rbk, was now tfafr 
only hope left ;'but it was with the utmost dif- 
BouUyV the frightskd dogs could bo forced for*. 
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#ard, the whole body of the ice sinking 
frequently below the surface of the rocks, 
then rising' above it. As the only moment to 
land was that, when it gained the leirel'W the 
cemt, the attempt was extreroety nice and 
hazardous ; ' it, however, providentially suc« 
ceeded; .both sledges gained the shoret and 
iiftee drawn up the. beach with much difficulty* 
We had hardly time to reflect with gcati'* 
tudeonoursafisty) w^enjthat part of theic^i 
from which we had just npw made good our 
landing, butst asunder, end the water forcing 
itself from below, covered and precifutated it 
jato the sea. la-an instant, as if by a sigpal 
given, the whole mass of icci extending for 
fever^ miles from the coast, ^sfar as the eye 
could reach, began to bur$l> and be over-- 
whelmed b^ the immense waves. The sight 
was treipendtius.and awfully grand ; the large 
6dd8 of ic^ raising themselves out of the 
water, striking against eaci] ether, and plung- 
i^g into the deep, with a violence not to be 
descitibe4> tuHl a noise like the <Uscharge, pf 
innumerable batteries of heavy guns. The 
darkness of the night, the roaring, of tbe.sca, 
and the dashing of the wdves and ice against 
the rocks, filled us with sensations of awe and 
horror, so as almost to deprive us of the power 
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0f dtferance. We stood overwhelmed with 
astooi^hmept at cor jniraculotiB escape, and 
even ti^e heathen Esquimaux eicpresaed grati- 
tude for their deliveranee. 

The Bsquimaux new began to Uufld a tnow* 
feoQs^y about thirty yards from the beach : but 
before thdy hadifinished their work, the waves 
reaehed the phice wheire the sledges were se* 
ctiredy add they were with difficulty sftved , 
fVom beieg Washed Jnto the sea. 

About nin^ o'clock, all ofus cre^t into the 
snow- house, grateful for this place of refuge» 
For the wind was piercing cold, and 90 violent 
that it required great strength to be able to 
stand against it: 

Before we entered into this habitationi we 
could not help once more turning to the sea* 
which was now free from ice, and beheld with 
horror, mingled with gratitude for our safety, 
the enormous waves, driving furiously before 
the wind^ like huge calstles, and app>oaching 
the sVore, where with dreadful noise, they 
dashed against the rocks, fpaming and'filling 
the air with the spray. We now took our 
supper, and lay down to rest about ten o'clock. 
We lay so close, that if any one stirred, his 
neighbours were roused by it* Tlie £squimaux V 
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were'sbott fast adeep, but my firiend Samuel 
and i could tibt gel any rest, pavtiy t)n ac- 
Connt of the dreadfbl roarine of th(i wind and 
sea, and pairtly owing to sore throats, which 
gave us great pain. 

' Our watchfulness proved the deliverance of 
^he whole party frbm sudden destruction. 
About (tw* o'olock iny friend perceived >s0me 
salt water todhrop fvom the roof af the snow* 
ht>use upon his lips. Though rather alartned 
on tasting the salt, whidh, could not; proceed 
from a common spray, ' he lay quiet, till the 
same dropping being more frequetitly re- 
peated, just as he was about to give the alarm, 
on a sudden, a tremendous siirf broke close to 
the house, discharging a quantity of wator into 
it ; a second saon followed, and carried away 
the slab of snow placed as a door before the 
entrance. We immediately called aloud to 
the^ sleeping Esquimaux, to rise and quit the 
place. They jumped up in an instant; one 
of them, with a large knife, cut a passage 
through the side of the house, and each seiz* 
^ing some part of the baggage, it was thrown 
out upon a higher part of the beach. We as- 
sisted the Esquimaux :— -the woman and child 
iSed to a neighbouring eminence, wliere they 
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weri^ wrq[>t op by. the EsqMiioaux in a Iftrgi 
skiiii^ ^nd .placed in shelter behind a rock, for. 
it was impiQssibie te ^taod against the wind, 
snow^ and sleet. Scarcely bad we retreated 
to this erainenoe, when an enormous waye 
carried away the. whole. bouse; but nothing 
of conscquenjce was lost. . 

t • We now found; ouraelTes liadcond timedes* 
iivered fsom the most imminent danger .of 
death ; but the remaining, part of the nighty' 
before, th^ f^quimaux- could «eek and 6nd i^ 
safjer place for a anow- house, were hours of 
great trial to ipind and body, and filled every 
one with. painful refiectionV Befpre the day 
dawned, the Esquimaux .cut a hale into a large 
drift of ^now, to secure the wofnan and child. 
As soon as it was light they built another 
snow-house^.and miserable as such an liabita- 
tion is at all times, we were glad to creep into 
it. It was about eight feet square, and six 
or seven feet high. We now congratulated 
aach other on our deliverance, but found our* 
selves in a miserable plight. My friend and I 
had taken but a small stock of provi^iohs witii 
us, merely sufficient for the short journey to 
Okkak. The Esquimaux had nothing at all. 
We were obliged, therefore, to divide our small < 
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stock into daily portions^ Specially as thert 
appeared no hopes of soon quitting this placey 
and reaching any * dwelling. Only two jrajs 
were left for this purpose ; either to atlempt 
tbekad passage,, across a wild and unfrequent* 
edmountain^ or wait for a new ice-track over 
the sea, which it would required much time to 
form ; we therefore resolved to serve out no 
more t^an one biscuit and a half e^ery d.ay-^ 
But as this would not by any means satisfy an 
Esquimaux stomachy we offered to give one 
of our dogs to be killed for them, on condi- 
tion that in case distress obliged us to resort 
s^ain to tnat expedient, the next dog killed 
should be one of the Esquimaux team. They 
replied that they should be glad of it, if they 
had a ktsttle to b6il the flesh in, but as thai 
was not the case, they must even suffer hun« 
ger, for they could nqyt, even now, eat dog's 
flesh in its raw state. We now- remained in 
the snow house, resigned to our situation, and 
even our rough heathen companions declared, 
that it was proper to be thankful that they were 
still alive, adding^ that if they had remdned 
a very little longer upon the.ice,^ all their 
bones would have been broken to pieces in a 
sherttime. 
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Towards noon of the ISiK, the weather 
cleared up, and the sea was s^ti as far as the 
63l>e conld reach^ quite fVee' frdiin ice. Sqme of 
the Bs^haanx went up the litlls» aad seturaed 
with the disagreeable ,.bews> thai not a morsel 
'of ice was Ui ho seeii cpreia from thence, in any 
direction, and that it had. €?ea been ^rced 
away from the coias^ at Nnasovofdc. ' They^ 
were, therefore, of <)^ion,''that we'couTd do 
iiotbing but force cur 'wayacrbss th<e mountaio. 
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This day one of the Esquimaux complained 
much of hunger, probably to i>btain firom us 
a larger portion th)ui the comnion allowance. 
We represented to |iim thai we had no more 
ourselves,and reprbvi^bim for hisiinpatienpe* 
Whenever thie victuals were distribuied, be al- 
ways swallowetl his portion very greedilyi an^ 
put cut his hand for what h« saw we bad left# 
}iut was eisily kept, by sWioiis reproof, from 
any ifurther attempt* 'tThe Esquimaux ate this 
day an old sack'^made of fish 'skin, whicii 
proved, incieed, a dry and miserable dish.— - 
Whilst they w^re ai this singular meal, they 
kept repeating in alow humming tone, ^*you 
were a sack a little Unbe ago, and now you are 
&>od for us.** Towards evening, some^akcs 
^f ice were discovered towards the west, and 
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on the }4th« in thb morning, thffsea was C0« 
vered with them. But the weather was again 
very strong, ^nd the Esquimaux could not 
quit the snow-house, which made them low 
spirited and melancholy. One of them sug- 
gested, that it wou1d>be well to attmnpt to 
make good weather ; by whi6h he meant,' to 
practice his art as a Sorcerer, to make, the 
weather good : but Ve opposed it ; I told him 
his heathenish practices were of no use, but 
that the weather would become favourable' as 
soon as it should please God. 

This iaj the Esquimaux began to eat^a 
filthy and worn out skin, whicli had serve^ 

* them for a mattress. 

• *  ' ' •. 

..On the 15th, the ttfei^her c^nti^Qisd ex- 
tf^mely boisterous, and ihe Esquimauac ap- 
peared every now i:md then to ^Ink under dis- 
appointment. -But they pot^ses?^ one ^ood. 
quality, namely, a power, of going to sleep* 
. when they please, and, if need be, they will. 
sleep for days and nights together. 

In the evening, the sky became clear, and 
our hopes revived. Some of the Esquimaux ' 
went up the hills again, and brought word 
that the ice had acquired a considerable de- 
gree of solidity, and might soon be fit for use. 
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The pocr dogs kad inean*wh9e fasted for 
Dearly fottr dayt » but now in the prospect of 
a speedy releasei we allowed to each, a few 
morsels of food. 

The tJemperature having been rather mildy 
it occasioned a new source of distress, for by 
the warm breath of the inhabitants^ the roof 
of the snow-house got tp be in a. meltii^g 
state, which occasioned a continual drppptngy 
and by degrees made every thing soaking 
wet. We considered this the greatest bi^rd* 
ship we bad to endure, for we had not a dry 
thread about us, nor a dry place to tfe down 
in. .1 . 

£arly on the 16th, the sky cleared, but the 
fine particles of snow were drtyen about like 
doucb. Two of the Eiquimaux deSennioed 
to pursue their journey to Okkak, by the way 
of Nuasomak, and set out with the wind and 
the snow full In their faces.-^We could not re* 
•olve to accompany them,aAd yet our present 
distress dictated the necessity of venturing 
•ometliing jto reach the habitation of men : 
we were afraid of passbg over the newly 
frozen sea, under the promontory, and could 
not immediately determine what to do. We 
went out again to examipe the ice ; and bar* ' 
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last to a r«solBtion to return to Nain, and 
endeaFour to retrace our. perilous journey. 

Qn the 17th, the wind had considerably 
increased, with heavy showers of snow and 
sleet, but we set off at haif past tea^'dock 
in the forenQoni and about one o'clock w« 
were out of danger, and reached the bay« 
Hei^e we found a good track upon smooth 
ice, and made a meal of the remnant of our 
pr^^visions. Thus- reficeshed, we resolyed to 
proceed without stopping, until we reached 
^ain, where we arrived at twelve o'clock at 
%ht. 

Our friends at Nain rejoiced exceedingly 
to see us return, for they had been mucb 
tocrified by several hints of the Esquimaux, 
who first met us goii)g out to sea, and who 
then in their own obscure way, had endea- 
voured to warn us of the danger of the 
ground-swell. One of the Esquiijiaux, who 
had made some article of dress for Samuel, 
addressed his wife in the following manner: 
" I 8hou}d be glad of the payment for my 
work."— «< Wait a little, and when my hus- 
band returns he will settle with you, for I am 
unacquainted with the bargain m^de between 
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jon."«»«< SaiBuer' replied tbe £squimaostf 
f will not return." <* How, BOt BetumI 
what roake$ you say so ?** — After^ooie pmmtf 
t{ie Esquimaax repHed in a '• low tone» 
«^ Samuel and his compahions are no more ! 
ail their bones arebroken^and intheatoniadia 
of the sharks.^ Terrified at this alarming 
account, my friend's wife called in the rest of 
her faipily, and the Esquimaux was examined 
as to his meaning ; but his answers were little 
less (Obscure. He seemed so oertah of our 
destructjon» that he was kith difficulty pre- 
vailed on to wait sometime for our return. 
He could nor believe that we could have ea« 
caped the effects of. so furious a tempestf coa* 
sidering the course we had takes* * 
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